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O WE realize the educational and informative 
value of the advertisements of teday? They 
offer a wealth of information on a wide range of | 
subjects. It will prove well worth while to read the 
TIMES advertising columns regularly. 




















A Song of Salvation 


By Maud Frazer Jeckson 


AR from the Father’s house, 
Out in the stormy night, — 
Sometimes I heard a voice, 
Sometimes I saw a light. 
Could I believe God sought me while astray ? 
Could there be hope and dawning of the day? 
Could there be left for me a homeward way ? 
Could mercy reach my soul, my guilty soul! 


It was the heavenly Voice! 

I could no longer doubt,— 
That called, ‘“‘ Come unto Me, 

I will not cast thee out.” 
*« O God,’’I cried, “show me the way to Thee !"’ 
And lo, One came who died on Calvary. 
There at His wounded feet I made my plea,— 
« Lord, save my soul, my lost, my guilty soul!’’ 


I was so far from Home, 

Lost in the sin-cursed land ; 
Before the Father’s face 

I did not dare to stand ; 
Yet I’ve come Home with Christ the Crucified, 
Whose precious blood my cleansing does provide. 
No more from God but in my God I hide ; 
Forevermore, He saves, He saves my soul! 








The Living Bridge 

Only the body of Christ could bridge the gulf 
between man and God after man had sinned. Christ 
gave his body, even unto death, and the gulf was 
bridged. And ever since then Christ has asked men 
to present their bodies a living sacrifice, which is their 
reasonable service, in order that others may learn the 
Good News that the way between men and God has 
been bridged. The message of the King needs this 
sacrifice. This was illustrated in a memorable way 
a few weeks ago when Britain’s King was speaking 
his message of peace to the whole world. The Asso- 
ciated Press reported the incident, and THE SuNpbaAyY 
ScHoot Times has verified it. ‘Harold Vivian, a 
young radio engineer, literally spliced with his body 
a broken link in a vast hook-up and made it possible 
for listeners-in on fifty-nine North American radio 
stations to hear King George’s speech. Just a few 
minutes before the King began his address which 
opened the Naval Conference in London, somebody in 
the control room of the Columbia Broadcasting Com- 
pany tripped over the wires to the generator which 
energizes the entire network. Vivian, chief control 
operator, grasped the wires together in his hands to 
restore the circuit. He held on without a break for 


twenty minutes until new wires could be connected.” 
The young radio engineer certainly presented his body 
a living sacrifice, that the King’s message might reach 
the land for which the young man was responsible. 
Millions were waiting to hear. The wire had been 
broken. A new connection was needed, and he instantly 
gave his body to make the connection, whatever the 
cost might be to himself. If every Christian were as 
ready to present his body as the channel of God’s mes- 
sage of grace, how swiftly would the whole world be 
evangelized ! 
“Channels only, blessed Master, 
But with all Thy wondrous power 
Flowing thro’ us Thou canst use us 
Every day~and every hour.” 


> al 


** Guides ”’ 


Every Christian ought to be an extraordinary 
person. If Christians are not extraordinary in mat- 
ters that are worth while they have no right to the 
name Christian. The Lord Jesus Christ used a cutting 
word to describe those who professed to be God’s peo- 
ple in his day and were not showing the characteristics 
God looks for. He called them “hypocrites.” In a 
recent letter sent by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 
to friends of the Belgian Gospel Mission is the fol- 
lowing: “In the last century, in India, Sir Harry 
Lumsden raised a peculiar corps of soldiers from the 
native population; they were called the ‘Guides,’ and 
through British training and discipline became 
extraordinarily efficient. His ideal, as projected and 
later amply realized, was to have a compact corps 
of seasoned soldiers who would not only be trusted 
fighters but_also trained explorers, and military recon- 
noiterers, capable of undertaking the most hazardous 
and difficult adventures; in short, as he expressed it, 
‘picked fighting men who would not be taken aback in 
a sudden emergency.’ The actual recital of their ac- 
complishments in central and high Asia reads like a 
fairy story. Their feats of endurance and prowess 
have rarely been surpassed, and these men, Punjab 
and Pathan, from the heats of India became truly 
Spartan heroes, while millions of the same race con- 


tinued to live their indolent, aimless lives. What 
was the secret of the metamorphosis of these Guides? 
Because they had submitted to their leader, —to his 
discipline and his training, and had become imbued 
with the same lofty purposes. Surely this lesson will 
not be lost upon us, and in such a way we also, who 
have as our leader the Mighty Lord of hosts, should 
yield to his shaping hand and become those upon 
whom he can count ‘in a sudden emergency.’ ” 


=< 


That Man’s Saviour 


What sort of Saviour do most Christians seem 
to have? Is he such a Saviour that other people, 
watching their lives, marvel at what he is doing for 
them? And when Christians talk about their Saviour, 
is their testimony convincing? It is said that some 
one who attended a Northfield Conference years ago, 
and heard Dr. Torrey speak there, wrote of the ex- 
perience: “What a wonderful Saviour that man has!” 
That was a better tribute than to have said, “What 
a wonderful preacher that man is!” We are not show- 
ing forth the wonders of our Saviour unless people 
forget us and think about him. We are not. letting 
our Saviour do for us what he longs to do, and is 
able to do, unless others near by are made to long for 
that same Saviour in their own lives. If he is indeed 
our own Saviour, and our lives and conversation do not 
testify to him in this way, have we realized that we 
are dishonoring him by breaking the third command- 
ment? God tells us, “Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” All 
Christians have taken the name of their Lord per- 
manently and eternally into their lives and being. To 
bear his name without letting him reveal his. power 
and love and beauty in our lives is to take that name 
“in vain,” —that is, to make a meaningless or futile 
or empty thing of it. If that has been our experience, 
the Lord can change it this hour, and continually, 
His grace is sufficient, even for us, so that people 


watching us may say, “What a wonderful Saviour 
that man has.” 


Let Us Be Mountaineers 


for the Christian who has taken for -his motto 

the words of Paul, “This one thing I do, forget- 
ting those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
... I press toward the mark” (Phil. 3:13, 14). 

member of the 1922 Mount Everest expedition 
was G. I. Finch. He and four others formed the 
climbing party of the expedition. How did he arrive 
at this, the height of his mountaineering ambition? 
Years before as a lad in Australia, quite by chance, 
he mounted a small hill for a better view of a “mob 
of wallaby,” and there he received his call to a career 
from which he never swerved. As he reached the 
hilltop that far-away day, the wallaby were nowhere 
to be seen, but instead there met his view a widespread 
and entrancing vista of whitewashed roofs set in roll- 
ing bush, while the clear sunshine picked out the 
roads converging upon the distant town with the 
sharpness of a draftsman’s pen. In that very moment 
was born the ambition that led him from the conquest 
of most of the great peaks of the Alps and of Corsica 
to the attempt upon Mount Everest, the supreme ef- 
fort of all. 

There came a day, for each of us who have accepted 
Christ as Lord and Saviour, when we envisaged from 
the hilltop of our experience of personal salvation 
a glorious future of holy attainment in the service of 
Christ. We felt that we would walk with him in 
unbroken communion:as did the saints of old, ever 
learning from his lips, and with a consecration ever 
renewed and ever more complete, so that as we yielded 
to his control he might work out through us increas- 
ingly all the glorious purposes of his will. We. felt 
surely the Lord must have some important work for 


Te life of the mountaineer abounds in lessons 


us to do on earth, which after a long apprenticeship 
we should see accomplished —a true Mount Everest 
enterprise in the realm of the kingdom of God. But 
somehow the years slipped away and the vision never 
was realized, and what was infinitely more sad, our 
delight in fellowship-with our blessed Lord dimmed 
with the passing years. If this has been the case, then 
it must be that the purpose, “This one thing I do,” 
which might well be the mountaineer’s motto, has 
been lost to mind. Instead of “singleness of heart” 
unto the Lord, one’s affections, time, talents, means 
have been spread over much irrelevant territory and 
it has been forgotten that “ye serve the Lord 
Christ.” 

What are some of the lessons that the hardy moun- 
taineer can teach the unsuccessful Christian? In the 
first place, he never loses sight of his goal. If he is 
tied to a desk most of the days of a week, on at least 
one day he is out climbing any accessible peak in 
order to keep in form, and vacation time is devoted 
to what becomes his grand passion. So should it be 
with us from the beginning of our Christian career; 
growth in the knowledge of God and in holiness should 
be our constant aim. Are we busy —very busy, with 
earning our living or keeping the home? Even so, 
with that goal before our eyes, any free time will 
be eagerly seized and given to our devotional exer- 
cises, or to reading some helpful work or rendering 
some service for the Lord. 

Then, too, the mountaineer begins humbly at first, 
realizing he has everything to learn in his craft. He 
must master many things, such as rock-climbing, ice 
cutting, the use of the rope in climbing, and how to 
tell the character -of rocks and ice and-snow; for lack 
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of such knowledge may cost his life. He must be 
ever on the lookout for what he calls rotten rocks 
that break away when he seeks a foothold, and for 
ice that has disintegrated and that will not bear his 
weight. He learns to discover when ice bridges over 
crevasses are safe and when not, and under what con- 
ditions there is danger of falling stones or of 
avalanches. How little thought does the Christian 
voyager often bring to bear upon his route, and what 
indifference he displays to its perils! Although warned 
by the Word of God, he is often forgetful of the 
power of Satan, and of the fact that this arch-prince 
of the air has legions of malignant spirits under his 
control whom he employs in his war against the 
saints. Too often the Christian embarks upon serious 
enterprises, entering into marriage, into business 
schemes, or plans for travel, or expenditure of money, 
or the education of his children, without carefully 
scrutinizing the character of the undertaking and the 
problems involved. 

Before beginning a difficult climb, the mountaineer 
goes over his equipment, cutting out everything super- 
fluous, for every additional pound of weight may mili- 
tate against his reaching his goal, and even some es- 
sential things which he would gladly carry must be 
sacrificed for the great end in view. Does that not 
remind us of Hebrews 12:1? “Let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us.” 
How we clutter up our lives with non-essentials that 
demand our time and money and hinder us in our 
race for holiness. 

The mountaineer must also watch his physical fit- 
ness. Over-indulgence in food or drink is not for 
him, for his body must be a reliable and obedient 
servant to his trained faculties when such obedience 
is imperative for safety. Paul learned the necessity 
also of keeping his “body under” that he might never 
be a “castaway.” ‘How much more we need to study 
this lesson daily in our pursuit of holiness! 

When actually climbing, the mountaineer keeps his 
mind wholly on his task. Even when he has reached 
some desired eminence he cannot often linger to enjoy 
the view, for to do so may hinder his reaching the 
summit. He is never content with mediocre attain- 
ment, but desires ardently to reach the top. Again 
we are reminded of the apostle’s words, “I count not 
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myself to have apprehended: but... 
... I press toward the mark.” 

In mounting a difficult piece of rock, perhaps almost 
vertical, there may be a party climbing directly above 
one; but the climber has no time or inclination to 
look up and criticize the performance going on so 
near his head —he is too much absorbed in securing 
his own footholds and handholds and in‘ seeing where 
next to secure his hold. So in the Christian life, we 
should be~so occupied in being well-pleasing unto 
the Lord that no time would remain for the criticiz- 
ing of our neighbor. 

When a climbing party is roped together, there 
is always constant watchfulness in regard to the 
weaker member of the party, the one least experienced 
in climbing, for if he slips he imperils all the others. 
So should be our attitude toward the weaker brother, 
aiding him, watching over his progress, for “whether 
one member suffer, all the members suffer with it” 
(1 Cor. 12:26). Also great care is exercised to keep 
the length of rope taut betwee.1 the climbers, for only 
thus can a slip be checked; a trailing, entangled rope 
is the sign of careless, inexperienced climbers. So with 
us, our bonds of brotherly love should not be allowed 
to slacken, for “see that ye love one another with a 
pure heart fervently” (1 Pet. 1:22). 

Finally, much of the best climbing is done by night. 
For important ascensions that demand perhaps six to 
eight hours from the mountain hut where the night 
has been passed, a party will get away shortly after 
midnight, when ice and snow are still solid and when 
the sun’s rays have not loosened icicles and started 
avalanches. Often a small lantern is carried to light 
the way. And so with ourselves. Often the greatest 
progress in the Christian life occurs in our night of 
sorrow and when the sun of earthly pleasure is not 
shining on our path. For.after all, too much prosperity 
is a dangerous thing for the Christian and the chas- 
tening that is not pleasant “but grievous” is often the 
means to deep spiritual blessing. And ever there is 
the light of His Word, “A lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path” (Psa. 119: 105), to carry the 
analogy still further.. And at the last, the summit 


reaching forth 


reached, there is revealed that surpassing glory that 
“more than compensates for the toils and sacrifices 
and watchfulness of the way.” 





Should Pastors Teach Prophecy ? 


Should pastors of Christian churches set forth 
the prophetic Scriptures in ministering to their peo- 
ple? Or should they leave God’s prophecies alone, 
and confine themselves to other parts of the Word? 
Human opinions are certain to be divided on this 
question; but God’s opinion is unmistakable. Surely 
he would not have given over such a large part of his 
inspired Word, in both Old Testament and New, to 
predictions of coming events and counsel to his people 
concerning their activities, their manner of living, 
their testimony, service, and praying in view of these 
coming events, if he had not wanted his people to 
study and heed these revelations. If the under-shep- 
herds of the flock do not lead the sheep in these mat- 
ters, who is going to do it? Yes, pastors ought to 
teach and expound the prophetic Word... Now as 
never before in the history of the world is this a 
serious duty and a shining privilege. THe SuNDAY 
ScuHoot Times welcomes the opportunity of giving 
its readers a pastoral letter that a valued contributor 
to these columns mailed last autumn to the people of 
his church. The pastor referred to is the Rev. Wilbur 
M. Smith of the First Presbyterian Church of Cov- 
ington, Virginia. His letter was, in part, as follows: 


Dear MEMBERS OF First CHURCH: 


It is commonly agreed. by statesmen, students of 
political science, and careful observers of the trends 
of intellectual, moral, and religious matters, that a 
deepening darkness is settling down upon our genera- 
tion, and that mankind as a whole is approaching a 
crisis of the most serious nature. Lord Robert Cecil, 
one of England’s greatest statesmen, has declared, 
“The whole world is threatened by economic disaster, 
terribly serious and incredibly imminent. I believe 
we are heading straight for one of the greatest dis- 
asters that has ever come upon mankind.” David 
Lloyd George has expressed himself in similar terms. 
“Civilization is doomed within this generation to a 
catastrophe such as the world has never known.” 
Austen Chamberlain, former British Foreign Secre- 
tary, from a wide knowledge of international affairs, 
states that “Europe is moving uneasily, slowly, but 
certainly, to a new catastrophe.” 

There is one strengthening, comforting, peace-be- 
getting truth in the midst of change, and disaster, and 
revolutionary conceptions of law, of morality, and of 
God, and that is this: all the history of this world, 
the future as well as the past, isin the power of God, 





is known to him from the beginning, and is ‘bent to 
accomplish his own glorious purposes on earth, and 
the exaltation of Jesus Christ as the ultimate King 
of kings and Lord of lords. 

Not only so, but God’s marvelous program for the 
earth, and for the human race, is revealed to us in 
the pages of his Word, —at times with great minute- 
ness. The Word is light for those who know and be- 
lieve it. We walk in the light, as God is in the light. 
We have been delivered from the kingdom of darkness 
—all darkness. No world conditions can ever 
envelop students of the Scriptures in fear, or despair, 
or darkness. That is a great passage at the end of the 
first chapter of the Second Epistle of Peter —let me 
quote it as Weymouth has vividly translated it. “In 
the written word of prophecy we have something more 
permanent; to which you do well to pay attention — 
as to a lamp shining in a dimly-lighted place — until 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 
But, above all, remember that no prophecy in Scrip- 
ture will be found to have come from the prophet’s 
own prompting; for never did any prophecy come by 
human will, but men sent by God spoke as they were 
impelled by the Holy Spirit.” ... 

As one who loves his people, and covets for them 
the best things of God, I am eager that some of these 
great prophetic truths abide with power in your hearts 
and minds, for light and leading in these days in which 
we live. Not always, but as a rule, I believe they can 
be taught better than they can be preached. And so, 
for our Wednesday evening service this year, I would 
like to study with you the great prophetic themes of 
the Books of Daniel and Ezekiel, in that order. Dan- 
iel is probably the most important prophetic document 
in all the Bible. ... 

I came across some words this summer on the 
neglect of the prophetic Scriptures that I would like 
to quote in closing. They are from a book on the 
Restoration of Israel, written in 1669, by Increase 
Mather, President of Harvard College, and, with 
Jonathan Edwards and Benjamin Franklin, one of 
the three greatest men in Colonial America. “Espe- 
cially the evil of this neglect appears in that it is 
deep ingratitude unto the Most High God for’ the 
riches of his grace in condescending to make known 
his counsels unto the sons of men. Shall Jehovah, 
who humbleth himself to look upon the things that 
are done in Heaven, condescend so infinitely as to make 
known his eternal counsels upon the earth? And yet 
shall we mortals be so ungrateful and so wretched as 
to take no notice of what the Lord hath spoken? 
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Shall they be as words spoken in the air? Shall we 
let these truths lie by us as if they were of no use?” 

Be reading the first seven chapters of Daniel these 
days. Give their statements the same thought, at least, 
that you would give to a serious book, or to a care- 
fully written and well-informed article. 


Needless to say, the people of Mr. Smith’s church 
eagerly responded to this invitation and opportunity. 
After the series of studies was concluded, he wrote 
to the Editor; 


It was cause for great rejoicing to hear many of 
my people say, —- some of them graduates of our very 
best universities, — “I never even knew those things 
were in the Bible before. But they are certainly 
there.” 

Personally, as I devote more and more time to the 
prophetic teachings of the Old Testament, I become 
increasingly -convinced that the interpretation + 
prophetic truth as given by such men as Dr. C. 
Scofield, W. H. Griffith Thomas, Dr. James Mw 
Gray, and Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, is the enly interpre- 
tation that reveals a beautiful, consistent harmony, 
bringing the whole body of prophetic passages to- 
gether into a marvelous, complete, undeniably in- 
spired panorama of the program of God for the 
human race. 


A_ reader of the Times in another State tells of 
similar results and blessing in her church: 


I have recently heard of some churches that say 
they cannot maintain a midweek prayer-meeting. We 
do not have that difficulty. Ours is a Bible-loving 
church, because we have a Bible-believing pastor. 
For several years he has been following the plan 
at the midweek prayer-meeting of having, in addi- 
tion to a time of prayer, a study through certain books 
of the Bible, slowly, verse by verse. Among those that 
have been studied are Romans, Galatians, James, and 
the Gospel of John. 

But the most popular has been the Book of Reve- 
lation, which we have now been studying for more 
than a year. The interest in Bible study has been 
deepened, the attendance at prayer-meeting increasing 
until the overflow room is usuaily well filled. Fully 
a third of those coming regularly are young people. 
The pastor often states what different commentators 
hold regarding certain interpretations, and what .he 
himself believes, but in minor points often leaving 
the hearer to decide. But of the truth, inspiration, 
and authority of this Book there is left no question 
whatever in the mind of pastor or people. The Sec- 
ond Coming is shown as a purifying hope, and the 
study made intensely practical in its relation to our 
lives and to present-day events. The thought is often 
suggested: ‘Seeing then that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness?” (2 Pet. 3: 
11).—A Pennsylvania reader. 


Why should not more pastors build up in the faith 
the members of their churches, and guide and 
strengthen them for daily living, by opening up the 
prophetic Word of God? There are many valuable 
books available today which help in the study and 
teaching of Bible prophecy, such as the following: 

Jesus is Coming, by W. E. Blackstone (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 158 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 75 cents). 

Maranatha; or, The Lord Cometh, by James H. Brookes, 
D.D. (Revell, $1.50). 

The Return of the Lord Jesus, by R. A. Torrey, D.D. 
(Biola Book Room, 536 South Hope Street, Los Angeles, 
Cal., $1.25). ‘ 

The Book of Revelation, by James H. McConkey (Silver 
Publishing Co., 1013 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
free on request, circulation being sustained by free-will 
offerings). 

Book of Daniel, by W. C. Stevens (Christian Alliance 
ty ain Co., Third and Reily Streets, Harrisburg, Pa., 
1.25) 

Daniel, by A. C. Gaebelein, D.D. (Our Hope Publication 
Office, 456 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 85 cents, paper 
50 cents). 

Lectures on Daniel, ion. H. A. Ironside (Loizeaux Bros., 
1 East Thirteenth Street, New York City, $1.25, paper 60 
cents). 

Notes on Daniel, by William Kelly (Loizeaux Bros., $1, 
Paper 50 cents), 

The Coming of the Lord Both Premillennial and Suenat> 
ment, by I. M. Haldeman, D.D. (Philadelphia School of 
the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, $1.75). 

Seeing the Future, by Christabel Pankhurst (Harper and 
Bros., 49 East Thirty-third Street, New York City, $2.50). 

God’s Prophecies for Plain People, by W. L. Pettingill, 
D.D. (Philadelphia School of the Bible, $1.60, postpaid). 

Prophecy and the Lord’s Return, by James M. Gray, D.D. 
(Revell, 75 cents). ; 

What Do the Prophets Say? by C. I. Scofield, D.D. 
(Harper and Bros., $1.25). 

Matthew Twenty-four and the Revelation, by Henry W. 
Frost, D.D. (Oxford University Press, 114 Fifth Avenue, 
New. York City, $1.75). 

The Unfolding of the Ages, by Ford C. Ottman, D.D 
(Our Hope Publication Office, 456 Fourth Avenue, New 
York City, $3). 


Readers of the Times will find it a convenience 
to order any of these books from H. Trumbull How- 
ard (conducting a book service for the Times), 40% 
West Durham Road, Philadelphia. One order can in- 
clude as many of the books as desired, thus making it 
unnecessary to order from several sources. 
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history of civilization he will discover the names 

of hundreds of men whose achievements entitle 
them to a place among those who have made the world 
what it is.. In Rostovtzeff’s recently translated “His- 
tory of the Ancient World,” for example, are the 
names of twelve hundred and thirty men and women 
who have played some important part in the history 
of the human race. Among these hundreds of his- 
toric characters the name of Jesus is found. Like 
the hundreds of other men whose names are here 
given, Jesus is assigned to a certain period of history, 
and his life and work to a certain geographical area. 


|’ ONE will examine the index of any standard 


. The record of his life in a history like this gives certain 


facts and accomplishments of his career. Indeed, 
practically the entire Western world today (with the 
exception of official Bolshevism), and even millions 
more living in the Orient, are convinced that this 
historic person lived a life of great moral power, that 
he taught the highest ideals, and that he revealed 
principles of life and conduct that have eternal and 
universal application. As the late Dr. Kaufman Koh- 
ler expressed it (though emphatically rejecting our 
Lord’s deity and even the miraculousness of his acts) : 
“We cannot fail to admit that Jesus’ great sympathy 
with the outcast and despised, which was his outstand- 
ing characteristic, made him a redeemer of men and 
an uplifter of womanhood without parallel in history.” 


What Men Ask in Secular Biography 


Recognizing thus the historical aspects of the life 
of Christ, we are brought face to face with a very 
remarkable situation: in the biographies of the great 
men of history the emphasis is always placed, of neces- 
sity, upon what these particular men accomplished, 
with only a few introductory remarks about who they 
were (sometimes it is not known who they were; in 
other cases it may be better not to know); whereas 


the biographers of Jesus Christ, the writers of the- 


four Gospels, place their first great emphasis not 
upon what he did but upon who he was. That which 
makes men great, and worthy of a place in history, 
is not their descent but their deeds. That which is 
of first important in the consideration of Christ is 
not his deeds but his descent. The great question 
forced, upon men as they saw the Lord was, not 
“What is this man doing?” but “Who is this man?” 

What a difference there is, in this particular point, 
between men and the Son of man! The problem of 
Plato is certainly not who he was (the “Encyclopedia 
Britannica” gives thirty-three columns to the life of 
Plato, but only one sentence to his ancestry, and this 
sentence is not necessary for the understanding of his 
work), but what he taught and wrote. The problem 
of Julius Cesar is not, “Who is this man?” but, 
“What did this man do?” How clearly this is brought 
out in regard to one of the most important personal- 
ities of the twentieth century — Albert Einstein. Who 
he is is of slight importance compared with what he 
thinks and his theories of the universe. However 
much, as Americans, we might be interested in the 
early struggles of Herbert Hoover, we all recognize 
that these matters almost disappear when the infinitely 
more important question of Mr. Hoover’s program of 
government is being discussed. A genealogist recently 
announced that he had discovered the Hoover family 
to be of Scandinavian origin; the announcement re- 
ceived a few scant lines and created no discussion. 
Let President Hoover, however, announce some new 
program in our international relations, or make a 
statement about our financial conditions, and every 
paper in America gives columns to its expression and 
discussion. This is true in every age of history: it 
is not first who is the man, but what has he done. and 
avhat does he say. 

In the records of Jesus of Nazareth this order is 
reversed. His miracles, which find large notice in the 
Gospels and are of great evidential value, lead men 
at once to ask, “Who is this man?” His teachings 
do the same. ‘His death on the cross, God’s only 
sacrifice for our sins, is central throughout the New 
Testament, but even this takes its real meaning from 
the deeper problem, “Who is this man?” When men 
saw the Lord, heard him speak, witnessed his miracles, 
and became aware of his tremendous claims for him- 
self, the question ever in their minds and on their lips 
was “Who is this?” (Luke 5:21; 7:49.) 

This article proposes to give this question the place 
oat in the Gospel records of our Lord’s earthly 
ife. 


I. The first and great question that men were com- 
pelled to ask as they saw and heard the Lord Jesus 
im the days of his flesh was one that concerned, not 





Two men were talking about personal work, 
One believed it necessary to point out to others 
that Christ is the Son of God and that salvation 
comes only through faith in him. The other did 
not agree. He thought that it was too much to 
ask men at the outset to believe in the deity of 
Christ. He held that they could become Chris- 
tians simply by following Christ, and that the 
truth of His deity would be seen later. His error 
is common today, for he was preaching Christ as 
example and not as Son of He was ignor- 
ing the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ said to his 
disciples, “Whom say ye thatl am?” The truth 
expressed in Peter’s answer, “ Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,” is the rock on which 
the Church is built. In an unusual and valuable 
study Mr. Smith shows that as men saw the mira- 
cles and heard the preaching of the Lord Jesus, 
they wanted above all to know who he was. 








his words or his works, but himself—When our Lord 
at the very beginning of his ministry, in the syna- 
gogue at Nazareth, had read publicly from the sixty- 
first chapter of Isaiah, and then said to those with 
whom he had been living for thirty years, “Today 
hath this scripture been fulfilled in your ears,” in- 
evitably the question instantly arose in the minds of 
those that heard him, “Js not this Joseph’s son?” 
(Luke 4: 22.) 

Toward the close of the day whereon he had an- 
nounced his great series of parables about the kingdom 
of Heaven, as he was crossing the Sea of Galilee with 
his disciples, a storm overtook them; and our Lord, 
with a power clearly above that of any mere man, 
with a word turned the raging waters into a calm. 


‘How perfectly natural that the question of the 


astounded disciples should be, “What manner of man 
is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?” 
(Matt. 8:27; Mark 4:41; Luke 8:25.) 

Those gathered in the house of Simon the Pharisee, 
when they heard him forgive the sins of the unchaste 
woman who had anointed his feet, were compelled to 
ask, dss is this that even forgiveth sins?” (Luke 
7: 49. 


The Amazing Authority of Christ’s Words 


His second teaching in the synagogue at Nazareth 
was of such unmistakable authority, different from 
that of the scribes, that not only were those that heard 
him astonished, but of the teacher himself they began 
to ask, “Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these 
mighty works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? is 
not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, 
and Joseph, and Simon, and Judas? and his sisters, 
are they not all with us?” (Matt. 13: 54-56; Mark 6: 
2, 3; cf. John 7:15.) 

Later, in Jerusalem, as he taught in the Temple, 
during the Feast of Tabernacles, the one great ques- 
tion in the minds of those who heard him was con- 
cerning himself. “Can it be that the rulers indeed 
know that this is the Christ? Howbeit we know this 
man whence he is: but when the Christ cometh, no 
one knoweth whence he is” (John 7:26, 27). At 
the same Feast, when he declared himself to be the 
Light of the world, men immediately asked him “Who 
art thou?” (John 8: 25.) 

On Sunday of Passion Week, as the multitudes that 
had come with him from Bethany and those that had 
come out from Jerusalem to meet him cried out saying, 
“Hosanna to the son of David,” we read that “when 
he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, 
saying, Who-ts this?” (Matt. 21: 10.) 


II. Whenever men came to a conclusion about Christ 
it was a conclusion not about his words or works in 
themselves but about him—That great preacher of 
righteousness, John the Baptist, the divinely designated 
forerunner of our Lord, when he looked upon Jesus 
as he walked, cried out, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. ... I have 
seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son of 
God” (John 1:29, 34). John was only convinced of 
the first fact because he had come to a conclusion 
about the second. The nature of Christ’s own person 
determined the efficacy of his atoning work. 

After spending a day in Jesus’ company, the verdict 
of Andrew was emphatically concerning the person 
of the one with whom he had been speaking. “We 
have found the Messiah” (John 1:41). The day fol- 
lowing, Jesus having called Philip to follow him, 
Philip reported to Nathanael, “We have found him, 
of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (John 1:45). 


That very day, when, apparently, he had been in the 
presence of Christ a very short time, Nathanael in 
turn was compelled to confess, “Rabbi, thou art the 
Son of God, thou art the King of Israel” (John 1: 


os 

Not long after this, our Lord was visited by one 
of the greatest religious teachers then living in Pales- 
tine (notice the phrase in John 3:10, “Art thou the 
teacher of Israel?”), a profound student of the Old 
Testament, Nicodemus by name, a ruler of the Jews. 
To what a remarkable conviction did this learned 
Sanhedrist come, almost at once, in the presence of 
the great Master himself: “Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God” (John 3: 2). 

The faculties of the Samaritan woman with whom 
Christ talked at the well were incomparably duller 
than those of Nicodemus, but, like his, her conclusion 
about Christ also concerned him. “Thou art a 
prophet.” Upon returning to Sychar, how fervently 
she spoke of him to the folk of her village, “Come, 
see a man which told me all things that ever I did: 
can this be the Christ?” (John 4:19, 29.) And to 
what a tremendous conclusion did these unlettered peo- 
ple of Sychar come, after he had abode with them two 
days! “We have heard for ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Saviour of the world” (John 4: 42). 
Divisions Over Christ’s Teaching about Himself 

When our Lord the first time stilled the stormy 
waves of Galilee, the disciples all cried out, “Of a 
truth, thou art the Son of God” (Matt. 14: 33). Peter, 
hearing the great discourse on the Bread of Life, ex- 
claimed, “We have believed and know that thou art 
the Holy One of God” (John 6:69). Never did 
Christ make reference to his Church until his disciples 
had come to believe that he himself was “the Christ, 
the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16: 16). 

After three years of the most intimate companion- 
ship, on the very night of his betrayal, when he had 
concluded his deep, heart-searching discourse on the 
way to Gethsemane, his disciples had but one unani- 
mous verdict to declare: “Now know we that thou 
knowest all things, and needest not that any man should 
ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth 
from God” (John 16: 30). 

But, it will be said, not all the verdicts rendered by 
men about Christ while he was here upon earth were 
as favorable toward him as these we have been con- 
sidering. That is true. But it should be most care- 
fully noted that, 

III. On every occasion when we read of there being 
a “division” among the Jews concerning Christ, the 
division was never in regard to his works or words, 
but in regard to his person—As our Lord concluded 
his discourse at the Feast of Tabernacles with the 
comprehensive invitation, “If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink,” many hearing him declared, 
“Of a truth this ts the Prophet.” Others said, “This 
is the Christ.” But others were heard to say, “Shall 
Christ Come out of Galilee?” And so “there was a 
division among the people because of him” (John 7: 


40-42). : 

After Christ had healed the man born blind, some 
of the Pharisees declared, “This man is not of A 
because he keepeth not the sabbath day.” Others said, 
“How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles?” 
And, for the second time, “there was a division among 
them” (John 9: 16). 

When Christ spoke of himself as the Good Shep- 
herd, we are told “there was a division therefore 
again among the Jews for these sayings. . . . Others 
said, These are not the words of him that hath a 
devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?” (John 
10: 19-21.) His words and his works forced men to 
consider the question as to who he was. ‘ 

Looking back over these paragraphs one will at 
once notice that a great number of the references are 
to the Gospel of John, including all of those concerning 
divisions among the people. Does not this emphasize 
the very purpose for which John’s Gospel was writ- 
ten? “These are written, that ye may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believ- 
ing ye may have life in his name” (John 20: 31). 

IV. The admitted cause for the fierce hatred that_ 
the Jews increasingly bore toward Christ was their 
conviction that he was a blasphemer because he called 
himself the Son of God. It rose from the question 
as to who Christ really was—At Capernaum, when 
he had healed one sick of the palsy, the scribes and 
Pharisees fiercely denounced him, asking, “Who is this 
that speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, 
but God alone?” (Luke 5:21; cf. Matt. 9:3; Mark 


2:97). 
When, in Jerusalem, our Lord had healed the im- 
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potent man at the pool of Bethesda and had begun 
to speak of God as his Father, “the Jews sought the 
more to kill him, because he not only brake the sab- 
bath, but also called God his own Father, making 
himself equal with God” (John 5: 18). ' 

Shortly after this, when he had been speaking of 
himself as the Bread of Life, the Jews exclaimed, “Js 
not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? how doth he now say, I am come 
down out of heaven?” (John 6: 42.) 

Once again in Jerusalem, at the Feast of Dedication, 
when Christ asked of them for which particular work 
they would stone him, the Jews replied, “For a good 
work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy; and be- 
cause that thou, being a man, makest thyself God” 
(John 10: 33). 

It is significant that while these doctors of the 
law, presumably trained to recognize religious truth 
when they saw it, tragically failed to see that Jesus 
of Nazareth was the Son of God, the demons from 
the world beneath never questioned the fact. Every 
time a demon spoke to Christ he acknowledged Christ’s 
deity! By them he was called “The Holy One of 
God” (Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34); “the Son of God” 
(Luke 4: 41; Mark 3:11; Matt. 8:29); “the Christ” 
(Luke 4:41); and “Son of the Most High God” 
(Mark 5:7; Luke 8: 28). 


V. The trial of Christ from beginning to end was 
directly and fundamentally concerned with the one 
great question; “Who is this man?”—When the high 
priest Caiaphas had asked the formal question, “What 
is it which these witness against thee?” he then came 
straight to the real question of the hour: “I adjure 
thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou 
be the Christ, the Son of God” (Matt. 26:63; Mark 
14: 61). 

The first question the Sanhedrin flung at him was 
concerning the identical problem. “Jf thou art the 
Christ, tell us.” It was repeated a second time, when, 
Christ having spoken of his coming again at the right 
hand of the power of God, they asked, “Art thou 
then the Son of God?” (Luke 22: 67, 70.) 

Pontius Pilate, probably for the first time in his 
judicial career, found himself faced with the question, 
not what had the man done who stood before him for 
trial, but rather who was he? Though the fierce 
and false accusations of the Jews against the accused 
man were ringing in Pilate’s ears, his first question, 
strangely enough, was not about the charges, but about 
Christ himself, “Art thou the King of the Jews?” 
(Matt. 27: 11; Mark 15:4; Luke 23:3; John 18: 33.) 
After his long, private conversation with Jesus in the 
palace, this was still the uppermost question in his 
mind, and again he asked him, “Art thou a king then?” 
(John 18:37.) As the tragic trial drew to its fore- 
doomed end, realizing more and more that the one 
before him was not like other men, he_ asked one final 
question, going to the very depths of the problem: 
“Whence art thou?” (John 19:9.) The very legend 
that the procurator commanded to be placed over the 
cross testified to the person of our blessed Lord. 
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (Matt. 
27:37; Mark 15:26; John 19: 19-22). 

Even as the Saviour hung upon the cross, the ques- 
tion that still agitated men was, “Who is this?” Those 
who passed by railed on him, saying, “Jf thou art the 
Son of God, come down from the éross” (Matt. 27: 
40; cf. Mark 15:30). The rulers also scoffed at him, 
saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if 
this is the Christ of God, his chosen” (Luke 23:35). 
Finally, the soldiers themselves mocked him, saying, 
“If thou art the King of the Jews, save thyself” (Luke 
23:37; Matt. 27:42, 43; Mark 15:32). His three 
great claims concerning himself —that he was the 
Christ, that he was the Son of God, and that he was 
the King of Israel —here at Calvary in his last hours, 
in an awful, even insane, fury, were thrown back at 
him in final repudiation. They denied the Holy and 
Righteous One (Acts 3: 14). 

And yet, even as the Son of God tasted death for 
us all, the earth shaking, and the tombs opening, the 
Roman centurion “which stood over against him” 
glorified God and bore testimony to the person of our 
Lord. “Truly this man was the Son of God” (Matt. 
27:54; Mark 15:39; Luke 23:47). At the foot of 
the cross, just as in the synagogue at Nazareth, at 
the well of Sychar, on the Sea of Galilee, in the Tem- 
ple at Jerusalem, and on the way to Gethsemane, men 
were forced to ‘verdicts about the person and the 
nature of Jesus Christ. 

Not many days after, Thomas begins that lorg line 
of witnesses who down Through the centuries have 
grown into a vast unnumbéred host, when, trembling 
with great conviction, he cries out as he beholds the 
risen Lord, “My Lord and my God” (John 20: 28). 

The question which thus was ever rising in the 
minds of those with whom our Lord came in contact 
was the very question that he himself would have men 
frankly face. “What think ye of Christ? whose son 
is he?” (Matt. 22: 42; Mark 12:35; cf. Luke 20: 4.) 


VI. The underlying reason for this emphasis on the 
person of Christ—As this study draws to a close we 
cannot help but ask why men should feel, as they 
consider Christ, that the question first to be answered 





-called himself an atheist. 
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in regard to him was and is, “Who is this man?” 
while, as they approach the life of any other great 
character in history, it is an altogether different ques- 
tion that arises, “What has this man done and said?” 
The difference is found in the claims that men make 
for themselves, and the claims that Christ put forward 
for himself. 

On the very threshold of his ministry, in speaking 
with Nicodemus, he who came out of Nazareth asserted 
that actually he had descended from Heaven (John 
3:13). 

Later he said that he himself was the Son of God, 
the Christ, the Messiah (John 4: 26). 

Again and again he declared that the destiny of 
every man and of the world depended upon the atti- 
tude men took toward him (as in John 3: 15-17). 

Without enumerating the many other and equally 
staggering claims of the Lord Jesus’ ministry, coming 
down to the last few days before his death we hear 
him promising to return to the earth, to bring all 
who believe on him to the Father’s house, and promis- 
ing that he himself would indwell, abide with, and 
empower his followers through all the ages to come. 
He claimed that the Holy Spirit, the third person of 
the Godhead, would be occupied when he came with 
revealing the things that pertain to the Christ. No 
sane man ever made such assertions as these before 
our Lord came upon earth, and no sane man has ever 
dared to make them since. What could men cry out, 
hearing such claims of these, but “Who art thou?” 

With Christ it is, always, first the Man, the Per- 
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son, and then the work. What would the cross be, 
for example, if on the cross only a man, one Jesus 
of Nazareth, had been crucified? There have been 
other crosses. It is not so much that “Jesus Christ 
was crucified,” but that “Jesus Christ was crucified.” 
Calvary takes its value from the One who was nailed 
there. As Lancelot Andrewes once said: “That 
which setteth the high price upon this Sacrifice is 
this, that he which offereth it to God is God.” 

Last summer that great preacher of England, Dr. 
J. D. Jones, speaking at one of the Northfield con- 
ferences, made a strong, fresh statement of the unique- 
ness of our Lord in its relation to his death which 
might well be quoted here. “Is Christ’s death to be 
put on the same level as the death of Socrates or the 
death of one or other of the Hebrew prophets, though 
perhaps more moving ard pathetic in its circum- 
stances? We -must make up our minds on a question 
Jike that. For if the cross was nothing more than a 
martyrdom there is really no more reason: why we 
should preach Christ crucified in India or China than 
why we should preach Socrates poisoned. The one 
has just as much significance for India or China as 
the other. They become heroic stories of loyalty, and 
nothing more. But if on that cross the eternal Son 
of God carried the burden of human sin, if in sheer 
love he redeemed us by the sacrifice of himself, if 
by that death he broke the power of sin and won for- 
giveness for a world, there is every reason why we 
should preach that Gospel to every creature.” 

CoviINcTon, VA. 
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Not all who call themselves atheists are hard-hearted, self-satisfied enemies of Christianity. Mrs. Howe hds 

talked with many who have been shaken by her faith in the risen and loving Saviour. In this fourth article ef 

the series, which is to continue in frequent issues, Mrs. Howe discusses the last two ef Atheism’s fundamentals 
and tells of conversations she has had with professed infidels. 


five fundamentals, let us look at the fourth: 


“The Existence of Evil. The patent fact 
that renders irrational the belief in a beneficent, om- 
impotent being who cares for man.” 


And as I read the words, I am thinking ‘of the 
flowers, and the sunshine, and the blessing of friends, 
and a thousand and one things that are hardly the 
gifts of a Being who does not care for man. 

I am thinking*of a far deeper truth,—that of 
power to live above “evil” conditions, of the spectacle 
of thousands of men and women right down the cen- 
turies living holy lives in difficult circumstances, 
through the power of an indwelling Christ. 

I am thinking of a Saviour who not only preached 
a doctrine but suffered once for all in my place, the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God; 
and even my elementary sense of justice is satisfied, 
that the law of retribution is fulfilled and I can go 
free, because another suffered in my place. 

We see God in the face of Jesus Christ, the Man 
who dealt tenderly with all women, blessed little chil- 
dren crowding round him, raised the sick, made him- 
self of no reputation, washed the disciples’ feet as a 
lesson in humility. 

First Corinthians the thirteenth chapter tells us of 
a love that never faileth, and we know with unutter- 
able gladness that God is just and God is love. Jus- 
tice is satisfied and love is waiting to be satisfied by 
the surrender of those for whom Christ died. 

The cold description, “beneficent omnipotent Being,” 
melts in the warmth of the great incontrovertible fact 
that Christ is the altogether lovely One to thousands 
of “born-again” men and women and boys and girls 
who say with one glad voice, “Whom having not 
seen, we love.” ‘ 

I wrote something of the above to an outstanding 
atheist, one of the leaders of the atheist movement, 
and received the astonishing reply: “I have no doubt 
that the Jesus of your faith is a perfect character, but 
he is not the New Testament Jesus whose teachings, 
it seems to me, have done far more harm than good. 
Take, for example, his prohibition on divorce .. .” 

He goes on to speak of the number of States that 
have rejected the teaching of Jesus on this subject, 
and fails to see the inconsistency of blaming the Lord 
Jesus Christ for a condition of things that would never 
have existed had his commands been followed in the 
first place. What are the usual reasons for divorce? 
Are they not the failure to live together in a spirit 
of forbearance and love, “in honour preferring one 
another”? The failure of married life is the failure 
to make marriages “only in the Lord.” 

One brilliant writer said to me: “I met one after 
another of you Christians who were so utterly incon- 
sistent that I knew there was nothing to it.” He too 
After some conversation, 
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he told me that as a child he had knelt at his mother’s 
knee, and (he was an elderly man) I surely traced a 
wistfulness as he spoke of her and her love, and be- 
lief. When I remarked that she would always be 
praying for him, he replied: “Oh, no, she is dead.” 

“Pardon me,” I said, “there"is no death any more 
for the Christian, only just a sleep of the earthly 
body. Don’t you remember that Christ promised the 
thief on the cross that that day he would be with 
him in Paradise, yet the soldiers took the poor broken 
body down from the cross?” The atheist was listening 
intently, so I went on. 

“Surely it is not difficult to understand that the 
real man himself was with his Lord in Paradise.” 

I added, “To me it is so easy to understand,” and 
he said, “Would to God it were to the rest of us.” 
Further conversation showed that he believed in some 
hereafter, but it did not seem to give him much com- 
fort. Pray for him, too. I am hoping to see him 
again some time, if God sends him in. 

Some of these men and women are really seeking 
for the truth. These are not the people who want 
to make a handle of our inconsistencies to justify their 
own orgies of lawlessness and selfishness. These are 
the people for whom Christ died. They are hurting 
others, but a thousand times more they are hurting 
themselves. 

Their fifth fundamental is: “Hedonism. The doc- 
trine that happiness here and now should be the motive 
of conduct.” 

What a doctrine! I hardly know how I am to 
take such a creed down to my friend in the mission; 
she has seven children, a drunken husband, and pros- 
pect of the bailiffs; a hard-working woman, keeping 
things going somehow, not strong but finding strength 
sufficient according to the promise. 

There would not be much point in “Hedonism” 
for her. Happiness, it has been well said, depends 
on happenings. So it cannot be for her. We could 
not do much for her, and the countless others like her, 
so we had to find some other solution, and we passed 
on the promise of One who said, “Abide in me... 
that your joy might be full.” 

“Absolute nonsense,” says the atheist. 

Yet it has worked, and a tree is known by its fruit. 
She told me herself that the peace she now has passes 
understanding, and that she is finding the joy of the 
Lord her strength to go on in her overwhelming diffi- 
culties. Her eldest boy, sixteen, has found the same 
Friend, too. It has worked with him. He seems 
manlier, jollier, more overflowing with hope, and she 
told me the other day that he was helping her about 
the home now. He didn’t before. 

The real thing works, the real Friend “sticketh 
closer than a brother,” the real joy lifts over, though 
not always out of, “happenings.” 

I think we may leave that last fundamental of athe- 






























































































































Lesson for April 13 


ism just there, because in a world like this, of ‘sorrow 
and sin, it simply does not work. 


Materialism. 
Empiricism. 

Evolution. 

The Existence of Evil. 
Hedonism. 


Set over against these: 


God is Love. 

I know whom I have believed. 
Man became a living soul. 
Not a sparrow falleth. 

There shall be no more death. 


Even in word-sounds, what a contrast! 

Surely an impartial reader, knowing nothing of the 
pros and cons, would cling to the personal note in 
the God-given revelations. 

Religion, the atheists declare, “is the opium of the 
people,” and not only is religion under attack by athe- 
ists, but from within the churches by. sensational radi- 
po teaching is fomented the unrest caused by loss of 
aith. 

Atheists are materialists first and last. They be- 
lieve man to be purely a mechanical evolution, and 
that he does not possess a soul different from that 
inherent in a cabbage. They believe also that man is 
entirely the creature of his environment; hence, alter- 
ation of social or political environment will completely 
change the man. Man as a creature of his own will 
and responsibility does not to them exist. Establish 
the theory that man is a transformed shell fish, and 
they rid him of the necessity of any sense of respon- 
sibility to a code of ethics, to his own will, to any 
conscientious scruple, or to a Creator.- 

It has been said that “man can make a garden out 
of a wilderness, or a wilderness out of a garden.” We 
are in the early stages of a revolt against God and his 
authority which will, if unchecked, destroy the faith 
of thousands of our young men and women. They 
are already losing out in any possibility of being able 
to say, “I know whom I have believed.” 

The Lord is really coming, and the signs of the 
times point to the rapidly approaching consummation 
of the present age; even among Jews there is a feel- 
ing of “anticipation” that some event of singular im- 
portance is about to take place. 

And the Enemy, knowing that his time is short, is 
very busy. The boast is going forth that “atheism 
today may be likened to a huge iceberg, of which the 
visible peak is but a small part of the submerged 
mountain. The Five Fundamentals are spreading into 
every department of life with a rapidity hitherto un- 
known.” 

In later articles I hope to deal with various aspects 
of the mighty combine of antireligious organizations 
now formed to spread atheism all over the worid. The 
battle, thank God, is not ours. The victory has been 
won. _But the wolves are after the sheep. This is 
our day of opportunity; may we be very jealous for 
His honor. 

Toronto. 

we 


Overcoming the Summer Slump 
in a Teaching-Training Class 


! 
By Julia Lake Planck 


ETERMINED to profit by the experience of for- 

mer unsuccessful summers, early in May I talked 
privately with a number of young people, asking them 
to give their reasons for coming to Sunday-school only 
occasionally during the summer. They were frank in 
their response. Some of the reasons given were “no 
regular teacher for our class,” “classrooms too hot 
and uncomfortable in warm weather,” “more attractive 
surroundings at home,” “lessons so related that if one 
is missed because of absence, the connection is spoiled,” 
“more fun elsewhere,” “I’m not really needed at Sun- 
day-school anyway.” 

Consider the problems of a teacher-training class 
composed of young business women from eighteen to 
twenty years of age, augmented each summer by the 
return of the college group, and depleted by the much 
needed vacation and week-end trips of those who work. 
Necessarily the personnel of the class changed from 
week to week, making almost impossible the routine 
study of the regular textbook. 

The girls were called into conference and we diag- 
nosed our class needs as follows: 


1. A bright and attractive classroom instead of 
the agp one with dingy walls and dark wood- 
work. 


2. An electric fan for comfort. 


3. Lessons complete in themselves and not de- 
pendent on what was taught the week previous. 


4. More good times together during the week. 


5. Variety of subject matter and manner of pres- 
entation of lesson material. 


6. Willing service to our Sunday-school. 
So having our objectives made definite, we went to 
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work. A kindly layman pairited the walls of our 
classroom for us, while some of the girls, after office 
hours, painted the tables, chairs, and boards a fresh 
ivory-white, while others made bright cretonne covers 
for the furniture. 

The teacher secured a white electric fan, a hanging 
pot of ivy, and a bowl for freshfy cut flowers, to give 
the homelike touch to the room. 

We planned, at regular intervals, swimming parties, 
evening suppers with contests, or games such as 
— anagrams, catering to the social needs of the 
Cciass. 

At one of the meetings it is well to ask each girl to 
bring along a boy, if you think the group would suc- 
cesstully mix when so handled. 


Our girls were asked and urged, whenever an oppor- 
tunity was presented, to do a definite bit of service 
for the Sunday-school,—such as church decoration, 
or the decoration of the Sunday-school room for spe- 
cial services; substitution for the pianist in the main 
school; substitute teaching in the departments for 
younger children; helping in the nursery; playing the 
violin, and the like. 
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We notified our superintendent that we would wel- 
come to our class any girls over sixteen who. were 
temporarily without a teacher. 

We voted to lay aside until fall the textbook, on 
teacher-training, and let the girls themselves, each 
Sunday, select the topic for the following week’s les- 
son. These were live subjects of real interest to young 
people, and they came and discussed them and con- 
sulted God’s Word for first hand information. Girls 
who never before had bothered to bring Bibles to class, 
now used them regularly. The college girls were espe- 
cially good on assignments for which the business 
girls had little time. Some of the topics selected by 
the girls were: 

Sabbath keeping; Petting in relation to our Christian 
life; Are smoking and drinking destructive to Chris- 
tian character? The Modern girl versus the Ideal 
Bible girl; Is prayer practical, and what are the laws 
that govern it? The Devil and hell; The Holy Spirit. 

We found at the end of the summer that our aver- 
age attendance had been larger instead of smaller. We 
had not a slump but a fine time. 


Mosixe, ALA. 

















Los Angeles Beckons F undamentalists 


To the great convention in June By Pp aul W. Rood, D.D., Christian Fundamentals Association 


President of the World's” 














Convention of the World’s Christian Funda- 

mentals Association, to be held in the Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles June 8-15, will be the largest 
convention since the initial one in Philadelphia a 
dozen years ago. Prominent Christian leaders in all 
parts of the country are planning to attend. Los 
Angeles is one of the most attractive places in the 
world for a great convention. The Association is 
fortunate in having the use of the facilities of the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles. The Board of Di- 
rectors of the Institute and the Premillenarian Asso- 
ciation of Southern California will do everything in 
their power to make the convention a success. South- 
ern California is conspicuous for its large number of 
Fundamentalists, and many churches will co-operate 
before and during the convention. Dr. Stewart P. 
MacLennan of the First Presbyterian Church of Holly- 
wood has offered the use of his church, and the Sunday 
morning and evening sessions will be held there, the 
Sunday afternoon mass meeting and all the weekday 
and evening sessions being held in the Bible Institute 
auditorium. 

The Christian Church is celebrating this year the 
nineteen hundredth anniversary of Pentecost. The 
cofivention program, therefore, is built around the per- 
son and ministry of the Holy Spirit. Special days 
are arranged as follows: 


T conver are indications that the thirteenth annual 


1. Sunday, June 8—Tue Hoty Spirit anp RE- 
VIVAL.” 

2. Monday, = 9—TuHe Hoty Spirit AND 
EpbUCATION. 

3. Tuesday, “ —10—THeE Hoty Spirit AND 


THE CHILDREN. 
4. Wednesday, “ 11.—TuHe Hoty Spirit anp Mis- 


SIONS. 

5. Thursday, “ 12—THe Hoty Spirit AND 
EVANGELISM. i 

6. Friday, “ -13—THE Hoty Spirit AND THE 
Laity. 





A pleasant and convenient way to go to the 
‘ Convention, from the East, will be in company 
with THE Sunpay ScHoo.t Times party sailing 
from New York May 17 on the new electric 
liner Pennsylvania, which goes through the 
Panama Canal. On the way to Los Angeles 
visits will be made to Havana, Cuba; Panama 
City, San Diego, Catalina Island, San Francisco, 
the Yosemite Valley, and the giant trees of 
Mariposa Grove; and to the Grand Canyon and 
Pike’s Peak on the return journey. One mem- 
ber of the party, whom many Times readers 
are eager to meet, will be William H. Ridgway. 
For twenty-three years his “Busy Men’s Corner” 
has been one of the most popular features of 
the Times. Charles L. Huston, also of Coates- 
ville, Pa., where Mr. Ridgway lives, plans to 
join the Times tour. Mr. ‘Huston was chair- 
man of the first Fundamentals Convention held 
several years ago in Philadelphia, and he is 
chairman of the Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly’s permanent advisory committee on evan- 
gelism. The party will be led by Dr. Trumbull, 
the Editor of the Times. 











7. Saturday, “ 14—Tue Hoty Spirir AND THE 
YounG PEOPLE. 


8. Sunday, “ —15.—Tue Hoty Spirit AND THE 
SECOND CoMING OF 
Curist. 


Practically every phase of doctrine and church life will 
be touched. 

Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, President of Wheaton Col- 
lege, 1s building up a strong program for Monday, 
when Christian Education will be the central theme. 
Representatives from several sound educational insti- 
tutions will take part, and Dr. Buswell will be the 
evening speaker. 

Dr. Clarence H. Benson of the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, an expert- in Sunday-school pedagogy and 
methods, is helping to prepare the program for Tues- 
day, when the Sunday-school and the Summer Bible 
School will receive attention. Dr. Benson will give 
two addresses that day, and other experts who are~ 
nationally known are expected to speak, including the 
Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs. 

Missions will be emphasized on Wednesday, and 
representatives of various fields and missionary socie- 
ties will partake. Dr. Paul M. Kanamori, “the Moody 
of Japan,” who is leader in The Million Souls for 
Christ Campaign, will be one of the outstanding 
speakers, and several other well-known missionaries 
will speak. 

Thursday is set apart for Evangelism. Prominent 
evangelists will discuss the evangelistic situation in 
the homeland. The work among the Jews and in the 
city missions will be presented. 

Friday will be a unique day. Laymen will take a 
prominent part in the program. Two of the outstand- 
ing laymen on the Pacific Coast have already promised 
to speak; Almin Swanson, President of the Gideons 
in Washington, and Harry West, President of the 
Gideons in Oregon; these are leading business men in 
their respective States, active Christian workers, and 
gifted platform men. Special meetings for women ‘to 
be addressed by prominent Christian women will also 
be held on this day. The men and women of our 
churches are playing a prominent part in the Funda- 
mentalist movement. 

Saturday will be set apart for Young People, and 
a program is being prepared that will appeal especially 
to the young. 

In addition to the speakers already mentioned Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull will give, on four consecutive 
days, four messages on “The Holy Spirit and Vic- 
tory.” Other speakers already secured are Dr. W. B. 
Riley, the Rev. Paul W. Rood, and Harry Rimmer. 
= other speakers will be announced at a later 

te. 

Pastors, Sunday-school. workers, young people’s 
leaders, missionaries, and all Christians will find some- 
thing in the program that will meet their special needs. 
Every Christian worker who can possibly come to this 
convention should arrange to do so. It will be a memo- 
rable experience. Pray that the convention may be 
used of God to bring in a revival that shall result in 
the speedy evangelization of the world! 

Turtock, CAL. 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Christian Car- 
toons,” invaluable by way of illustration. It may be 
had from The Bible Institute Colportage Associa- 
tion, 843 North Wells Street, Chicago, at 75 cents, 
postage § cents. 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 13. THE CHILD AND THE KINGDOM 


International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 18 : 1-14; 19 : 13-15 
Golden Text.—Suffer the little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for to such belongeth the kingdom of heaven.—Matt. 19: 14 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 

“Se down before the fact as a little child. Be 
prepared to give up every preconceived notion. 
Follow humbly wherever and to whatever end 

nature leads, or you shall learn nothing.”—Husley, 

from a letter to Charles Kingsley. 


The Historical Setting 

This lesson seems to be closely connected in pojnt of 
time with that which we studied last week. This 
group of incidents probably occurred about a year 
before the crucifixion. 

Last week we considered the law of the cross. The 
cross involves internal humility and external humilia- 
tion. Our present lesson deals with the former of 
these two aspects. It is the childlike spirit which 
qualifies for the kingdom of Heaven. This is only 
another way of putting the same truth of which we 
were reminded in our lesson last week, “If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me.” To be humble means to 
be like the Lord Jesus himself. “As he is, so are we 
in this world” (1 John 4: 17). 


The Practical Aim 

1. To make sure that the pupils understand what is 
meant by receiving the Lord Jesus (John 1:12). 

2. To see that they learn that as they have received 
Jesus Christ so they are to walk in him (Col. 2:6). 


Veree by Verse 


Matthew 18:1.—Jn that hour. The preceding in- 
cident and our Lord’s words had again excited in the 
minds of the disciples hopes of the immediate realiza- 
tion of Christ’s glorious kingdom on earth. We may 
suppose that the Lord Jesus and Peter were alone 
when the last conversation took place. After this 
they entered the house which was probably Peter’s. 
There they were joined by the other disciples who 
had been disputing by the way who should be the 
greatest (Mark 9: 33). 


Verse 2.—He called to him a little child. Perhaps 
this was Peter’s own boy. Mark adds that the Lord 
Jesus first took the child in his arms (9:36). Luke 
tells us that he stood the laddie by his own side (9: 
47). 

Verse 3.—E-xcept ye turn. The verb is in the pas- 
sive voice, and therefore the Authorized Version, 
“Except ye be converted,” is more correct here. Some- 
times this verb is in the middle voice or in the active 
voice. Then the emphasis is on the volition of the in- 
dividual concerned. When the passive is used, the 
emphasis is rather on the external influences brought 
to play upon the individual in making his choice. That 
is to say, upon the work of the Spirit of God. 

Become as little children. This indicates the nature 
of the turning our Lord had in mind. The special 
characteristics of childhood are: 


(1) Curiosity as opposed to the indifference of ~ 


older people. 


(2) Candidness as opposed to prejudice. 

he child knows that he does not know. He is 
full of questions and eager to find out things. We 
teachers need not be distressed by our children’s ques- 
tions and doubts. Doubts are not denials. And the 
child must find his own faith for himself. He cannot 
go on for long with a secondhand faith. So sympathize 
and help all you can. Let him feel that you are can- 
did and open-minded. Be ready with patience to give 
him reasons for your own faith so far as he can un- 
derstand your reasons. Above all, do not try to quell 
his questionings by unnecessary appeal to authority. 
It is of far more concern when a child exhibits the 
unchildlike quality of indifference to truth than when 
he eagerly questions your presentation of it. 

When the child does perceive a thing he is apt to 
be very candid and logical in his apprehension of it. 
This is your great asset in dealing with children. 
Once you have, by the grace of God, brought them to 
see the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, they will clearly 
recognize his right to Lordship. And we must beware 
that our young folks do not find that we are any 
less candid in spiritual matters than they themselves. 
Shall in no wise enter. Much less be great therein. 

Verse 4.—Shall humble himself. The verb here is 
in the active voice, whereas we might have expected 
a reflexive form to be used. If we may. venture to 
lay stress upon it the active seems to indicate greater 
self-mastery. The special qualities comprised under 
the term “humble” include teachableness and obedi- 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 24 : 1-6. 
epic: Jesus Children’e Friend. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 18: 1-6; 19: 13-15. 
Memory Verse: Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for to such belongeth the kingdom of 


God.—Luke 18: 16. 
Junier Topic: Jesue the Friend of Girle and Boys. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 18; 1-6, 12-14; 19: 13-T5. 
Memory Verse: Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not; for to such belongeth the kingdom of 
God.—Luke 18 : 16. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Growing in the Kingdom. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Sin of Neglecting and 
Misguiding Children. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
18 : 1-6, 12-14; 19: 13-18 


18:1%In that hour came the disciples unto Jesus, say- 
ing, Who then ise 1 greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 
2 And he called to him a little child, and set him in the 
midst of them, 3 and said, Vetily I say unto you, Ex- 
cept ye turn, and become as ttle children, ye shall in 
no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the 
same is the 1 greatest i. the kingdom of heaven. 5 And 
whoso shall receive one such little child in my name re- 
ceiveth me: 6 but whoso shall cause one of these little 
ones that believe on me to stumble, it is profitable for 
him that 2a great millstone should be hanged about his 
meck, and that he should’ be sunk in the depth of the 
sea. 


12 Hew think ye? if any man have a hundred sheep, 
and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the 
ninety and nine, and go unto the mountains, and seek 
that which goeth astray? 13 And if so be that he find it, 
verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth over it more than over 
the ninety and nine which have not gone astray. 14 Even so 
it is not >the will of ‘ your Father who is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish. 


19:13 Then were there brought unto him little chil- 
dren, that. he should iay his hands on them, and pray: 
and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, Suffer 
the little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: 
for *to such belongeth the kingdom of heaven. 15 And 
he laid his hands on them, and departed thence. 


1Gr., greater. *Gr., a millstone turned by an ass. 


®Gr., a thing willed before your Father. * Some ancient 
authorities read, my. Or, of such is. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International 
Council of Religious Education. 








ence. It was just here that the Lord Jesus met with 
the greatest opposition from the Pharisees. Further 
note that the great characteristic of his own life was 
humility. He emptied himself of his glory (Phil..2: 
8). And his obedience to the Father’s will did not 
stop short even at the dreadful cross. If the King 
himself is like this, then plainly the highest and noblest 
of his subjects will be those who most nearly approxi- 





Of Such Is the Kingdom 
By Amos R. Wells 


CHILD is sweetly teachable; he has the world 

to know; he listens to his teachers, and what 
they say is so; with happiness of opening life his 
heart is all aglow; and such as he make up the 
kingdom of Heaven. A child is meek and trust- 
ful and easy to be led; he gladly follows after with 
gentle, careful tread; he eats with satisfaction the 
healthful meat and bread; avd such as he make 
up the kingdom of Heaven, A child is pure 
and innocent, his life is clean and fair; the base 
world’s barren falsehoods have found no lodgment 
there; he sees the light of Eden and breathes its 
peaceful air; aad suchas he make up the king- 
dom of Heaven. A child is free from envy and 
blessedly content; his life with few and simple things 
is nobly opulent; with little pleasures, little goods, 
his happy days are spent; avd such as he make 
up the kingdom of Heaven. A child is ever 
growing ; from springing year to year his onward, 
upward, leaping course is ever opening clear; he 
ever sees a larger truth and knows a grander sphere; 
and such as he make up the kingdom of 
Heaven. A child is fond and loving, and quick 
his love to speak; a child is strong in just the things 
where many call him weak: the child’s dear spirit, 
blessed life, ah, let us ever seek; for such as he 
make up the kingdom of Heaven. 











mate to these characteristics. The world, and alas! 
the Church also, usually thinks otherwise. 


Verse 5.—Receive. This is a word of wide import. 
It means to welcome, to show kindness to, and here 
also to welcome as a teacher. 

Verse 6—That believe on me. Recall the three 
grammatical constructions possible with the verb be- 
lieve : 

(1) To believe followed by the conjunction “that” 
and a sentence. Credence. 


(2) To believe some one. To give credit to his 
words. To trust him. Confidence. 

(3) To believe on or in as here. To put entire faith 
in him. This last, in the case of our relationship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ, involves obedience. Thus the 
three constructions correspond to the three functions 
of the human mind: thought, feeling, and will. 

A great millstone. See margin. This form of pun- 
ishment seems to have been unknown to the Jews. 
But among the Greeks and the Romans it was a pen- 
alty for sacrilege, parricide, and generally for sins of 
enormity. 

Verse 12.—One of them be gone astray. This has 
a deeper reference. On the one hand, even little chil- 
dren are straying sheep. And this, though they have 
been taken as examples to others in the preceding dis- 
course. On the other hand, the straying multitudes 
are themselves. composed of those who are spiritually 
little children. They are helpless, and need rescuing. 
They are ignorant, and need teaching. 

Chapter 19: 13.—Then were there brought unto him. 
Note the connection between the purity of married 
life and the love of little children. That he should lay 
his hands on them, and pray. It seems to have been 
a Jewish custom for the infants to be taken to the 
synagogue to be thus blessed by the rabbi. 

Verse 14.-—To such belongeth the kingdom of 
heaven. Childlikeness is the characteristic of the sub- 
jects of the kingdom. But not childishness. 

Verse 15.—He laid his hands on them. Mark, as 
often, records a further intimate detail, and notes that 
the Lord lovingly took them into his arms and blessed 
them thus. To lay the hands on anybody is a general 
gesture of good will. We may be sure that what the 
Lord Jesus did was no unmeaning formality. There- 
fore even infants are capable of receiving a blessing, 
though they are unconscious of an obligation. 


-A& Lesson Outline 


THe Cuivp Lire 


He receives all from the mere love 
To begin with he can give nothing 


1. Receptivity. 
of the parents, 
in return. 


2. Humility. ‘His relation to those who love him 
most is one of dependence. He relies every hour upon 
the strength and care of those older, wiser, more 
powerful than himself. If he is to reap the fruit of 
- this care and love he must respond in willing obe- 

ience, 


Golden Topics 


1. Distinguish between childlikeness and childishness, 
Childishness means pettiness and selfishness. Child- 
likeness means humility, self-forgetfulness, unselfish- 
ness. 


2. The child qualification for receiving the Gospel. 
We all begin life by being simply receivers. At the 
outset we are all dependent upon others for everything. 
Food, clothing, life itself comes to us as a gift. We 
were all weak and helpless beings for many years, 
And it is under similar conditions that the new life 
in Christ begins. Everything that goes to make up 
that life comes as a bestowment from above. 

But as we grow older in years we find that we re- 
ceive less and less through mere grace. We have to 
work for everything we get. And we are apt to carry 
over this acquired habit into our ideas of the spiritual 
life. We think that we can somehow earn our salva- 
tion. Our self-respect has forbidden us to receive 
things merely as gifts. And we are too self-respecting 
to receive even the gift of eternal life from God. The 
first lesson that has to be learned is that we have to 
begin again as little children just as we began our 
physical life. Here the children certainly have an 
advantage over us older folks, for they are in every- 


day .experience nearer to what they will have to be in * 


order to receive Christ’s salvation. This fact helps 
to explain why Sunday-school work is so abundantly 
worth while. 

3. Child qualities as‘ the essential characteristics of 
all spiritual advance. Just as it is the simple child 
habit of receiving everything for nothing that em- 
barks the soul upon the new life so it is the same 








. 








Lesson for April 13 


qualities that condition progress therein. There must 
be eager willingness to learn. There must be readi- 
ness to respond in life and conduct with whatever we 
may learn. Apart from this readiness we can learn 
nothing. 


Final Word 

“He only is getting on in life whose heart is getting 
softer, whose blood warmer, whose brain quicker, 
whose spirit is entering into living peace; and the men 
who have this life in them are the true lords and kings 
of the earth, they and they only.”—Ruskin. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written OF several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ettis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 


discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW does this lesson illustrate our aim in studying 
Matthew’s Gospel? 


2. What two attitudes did Christ show toward children? 


3. Where was Christ when he spoke these opening 


words of the eighteenth chapter of Matthew? 

4. What possibility is suggested as to who this little 
child may have been? (Matt. 17: 24.) - 

5. What did Christ teach with the child in the midst? 

6. How did Christ indicate the proper attitude toward 
the child negatively? 

7. < sae did Christ indicate the proper attitude posi- 
tively 

8. Where was the Lord Jesus when be blessed the little 
children brought to him 

9.. What words in this scene of Christ blessing little 
children portray his own personal feeling toward children? 

10. Why may we think that fathers had a share in this 
bringing of the children to Christ? 

11. What is the difference between being childlike. and 
childish? Answer with Scripture. 

12. Compare the importance of sowing for good or evil 
in the heart of a child and the heart of a man. 

13. How wide is the difference between kindness and 
unkindness to a child? Answer with Scripture. 

14. What warrant have we in our Lord’s teaching for 
seeking any kind of greatness? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding “ 


week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. - 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Modern Way.—Who then is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven? (Matt. 18:1.) One of the things 
that stamps the times in which we live is the atten- 
tion given to child study and child care. Our public 
schools, with teeth, eye, throat, skin, and other spe- 
cialists. When born, the child has to be fed “just 
so.” When baby yells, the modern mother lays it on 
the bed, shuts the door, and lets the youngster yell off 
the temperament “inherited from its — well, father.” 
(Like as not she says when you protest!) Conse- 
quently the modern baby is not quite so much of a 
yeller as you were at the same age. Dear me, haven’t 
lots of us old fellows walked the floor half the night 
like ghosts because of “colic” or something! Well, 
the modern baby seems to have cut out this “colie” 
business, and Mrs. Winslow and her “soothing syrup” 
no longer talk to-us from advertising pages. And 
you just dare give the toddler candy — well, you'll 
get told something! This is the day of orange juice, 
carrots, and spinach! In other words, the child has 


* become great in Christendom as well as in the king- 


dom of Heaven. The most delightsome function on 
earth is a “Children’s Party.” The place nearest 
Heaven is in the Beginners Department. Did you 


\ever have a bunch crawl all over you and put their 


chubby little arms around your neck and their soft 
little warm cheeks against yours and whisper, “I love 
?ou”? When that happens, you will understand what 
the Lord Jesus is talking about and just what he 
means when he says; “Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” We are living in an age when 
CHILD is printed in bold-face caps. This is the 
reason you should play in the Sunday-school game. 
“Play” is used advisedly, for it is a sport that is all 
joy. I had a young girl school teacher who was in 
charge of my Primary Department. A city came and 
took her at a big salary. .Have you not noticed that 
the best public school teachers are a Sunday-school 
product? “There’s a‘reason,” as old Postum cried. 


The Check Book’s Chance.—It is not the will of 
your father who is in heaven, that one of these little 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
acopy, or $la 
Second Quarter 


1. April 6—The Law of the Cross: Matthew 16 : 13 to 17 : 27 
2. April 13—The Child and the Kingdom 
Matthew 18: 1-14; 19: 13-15 
3. April 20.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness. Matthew 18 : 15-35 
Or, Easter Lesson cccccccccccccctveiccoscces John 20: 1-16 
4 April 27.—Giving Up All for the’’Kingdom 
Matthew 19: 1-29 
5s. May 4.—Promotion in the Kingdom 
Matthew 19 : 30 to 20: 28 
6. May 11.—Jesus Acclaimed as King 
Matthew 20: 29 to a1 : 46 
7. May 18.—Jesus Teaching in the Temple (Temper- 
ance Lessan) ......ccccceccasenes Matthew 22:1 to 23: 39 
8 May 25.—Jesus Describes the Future of the Kingdom 
Matthew 24:1 to 25:1 
9. June 1.—Contrast Between Faithfulness’ and Sloth- 
EUMERS .. > 000065600005 00045seneececovoeese Matthew 25 : 14-46 
10. June 8&—Jesus in the Shadow of the Cross 
Matthew 26: 1-75 
11. June 15.—Jesus on the Cross ......... Matthew 27 : 1-66 
12, June 22.—The Risen Lord and the Great Commission 
. Matthew 28 : 3-20 
13. June 29.—Review 








ones should perish (v. 14). Glue your critic’s eye on 
this text, will you, old “Heathen-enough-at-home” ! 
No intelligent or reasonably informed member of 
church or ordinary citizen but knows something of 
the condition of motherhood and children. in those 
places where Christianity has never come. “Mother 
India” is a good bodk-for India, and “Thinking Black” 
is a good one for Africa, to make you “sit up and 
take notice!” You pray, “Thy will be done,” and 
now and then have much to say about “doing God’s 
will.” (I am talking to the church member who does 
not believe in foreign missions —and there are many 
of them.) Well, here you see it is the wiLt of “our 
Father who art in heaven” that these little ones shall 
not perish in Asia and Africa and the isles of the sea. 
Such being the case, take out the check book and send 


_ your missionary society your gift for saving the chil- 


dren. Your check, also, can make the blind baby to 
see and the crippled little one to walk and the weak 
one strong. Any time you feel that money and busi- 
ness are ossifying your heart and would welcome a 
Scrooge treatment for a softening and a happiness, 
just take a day off and visit the nearest home for 
crippled children. If you are not supremely touched, 
woe .is you. _ In Christless:lands they do not have 
homes for crippled children.'».They do not have or- 
phanages. They do not have children’s hospitals. In- 
stead of giving money to certain colleges to under- 
mine the religious foundation of your country, why 
not use it for putting life and happiness into little 
brown. folks away off yonder? And a.present.to Him. 
(See Matt. 25: 45, 46.) 


Rodin’s Hand of God.—And he laid his hands on 
them (19:15). There are certain people who can- 
not bear to be touched. There are those who never 
come with terms of endearment. There are certain 
who never gather children up for a dance on the knee 
or a pig-a-back trot or a tumble around over the car- 
pet. Such seem to be built on the electric refrigerator 
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plan, making little chunks of ice all the while. Do 
you imagine for a moment that our Lord Jesus simply 
laid his hands on the children like the bishop at con- 
firmation and the minister at baptism? He took them 
up in his arms (Mark 10:16). Yes, there is some- 
thing electric in the hand touch. The poet of America 
sings about “the hand upon the shoulder.” Tennyson 
cried, “But O for the touch of a vanished hand!” 
The painter insists on showing the hand in his por- 
trait, since he claims your character is in your hand. 
In the Metropolitan Museum in New York is Rodin’s 
“Hand of God,” in white marble. In the Maustbaum 
Gallery in Philadelphia is the same in bronze. I have 
just purchased three photographs of the marble hand, 
showing three different views. It is the great sculp- 
tor’s idea of Christ’s hand, the hand that he “laid on” 
the children. Wait until you see the wonderful mas- 
terpiece and the story it tells! Rodin has done another 
hand, “The Hand of the Devil.” It was not in mar- 
ble. I saw it in the Mastbaum collection in bronze. 
It is just as eloquent as the other hand, but oh, so 
different. When you see these sculptures for the first 
time you will realize how much a hand can tell. 
CoaTesvitte, Pa, 
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Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





Materrats: A tiny plant growing in a little 
tin can. A nice flowerpot ready for a plant. 











‘ra morning I have a wee plant. in this tin can, 
and I wish it were in this flowerpot, which has 
been prepared for it. Don’t you think that if I set 
the can close up against the flowerpot, like this, that 
some morning I’ll find that the plant has grown into 
the pot? You think that isn’t possible? Then, how 
shall I get this plant from the can into the pot? 
Transplate it? Oh, if that must be done, I'll wait 
till it’s a big, strong plant. It is entirely too small 
to move now. 

What are you shaking your heads for? Isn't that 
good gardening? 

Did you ever hear a mother say, “No, my child can- 
not go to evangelistic meetings. I don’t want her 
bothered about being a Christian. I want her just 
to grow sweetly and naturally into the kingdom”? 
Can she ever grow into the kingdom? No, it is as 
impossible as for my plant to grow from the can into 
the pot. After she has definitely accepted Jesus 
Christ as her Saviour, and stepped into the kingdom, 
she can grow in the kingdom, as my plant can grow 
in the flowerpot after I transplant it. 

And did you ever hear people objecting to children 
making a confession of faith in Jesus Christ on the 
ground that they were too young? The easiest time 


“to transplant this little plant is: when it is young and 


small, before its roots have grown deep in the soil in 
the can; just so, the easiest and the safest time to 
transplant a soul from the muck of the world into 
the garden of the kingdom of Heaven is while it is 
a child soul, before its roots.are sunk deep in the 
mire of sin. 

“Suffer the little children to come unto me.” 

Mount Hermon, CAL. 

















Stories of Children and the Kingdom 


The Illustration Round -Table 








The Little Graves.—Except ye turn, and become as 
little children, ye shall in no wise enter into the king- 
dom of heaven (Matt. 18:3). An old sexton in a 
cemetery took special pains with the little graves. 
When asked why, he said, “Sir, about those larger 
graves, I don’t know who are the Lord’s saints, and 
who are not. But you know, Sir, it’s different with 
the bairns.”"—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. B. Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


When Does God’s Word Change?—Become as lit- 


tle children (v. 3). A poor woman in one of Mr. 
White’s meetings in Glasgow was brought into the 
light by this verse: “He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life.” 
The evangelist gave her the verse written on a card 
and sent her home rejoicing. But next morning she 
was gloomy, with her face clouded and her heart dis- 
couraged. She had had a night of conflicts, doubts, 
and fears. When her little girl asked her what was 
the matter she burst into tears and said, “Oh, I thought 
I was saved, but I feel just as bad as ever.” The child 
looked bewildered and said, “Why, Mother, has your 
verse changed?” She ran to bring the card, and said, 
“Mother, it is not a bit changed; it is just the same 
as it was last night; it is all right.” And the mother 
looked with a smile at the little preacher whose sim- 


ple trust was used of God to restore her faith—From 
the Christian Life Missionary, Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; and J, A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


When Mother Needed Prayer-Help.—Except ye 
turn, and become as little children (v. 3). A bur- 
dened child of God, feeling the need of Christian fel- 
lowship, had called at the homes of some of her 
friends. But failing to find the understanding and 
sympathy she longed for she returned home, tired and 
discouraged. Her little son said to her, “Mother, 
you are tired.” She said, “Yes, Son, I have been 
seeking some one to pray with me over problems that 
need prayer.” The little boy said, “I haven’t anything 
to do, Mother ; can’t I pray with you?” Together they 
knelt and prayed and when they rose he said, “I’m 
sure it will be all right now, because the Bible says, 
‘If two of you shall agree ... it shall be done,’ and 
we have been agreed about this, Mother, so I know 
it = be done.”—Sent by Emily McFarland, Nework, 

io. 


When Walking With Children.—Whoso shall cave 
one of these little ones that believe on me to stumvle 
(v. 6). “Looking Where They’re Going” is’ the title 
of a London mission annual report. The title was 
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suggested by a picture in Punch which 
shows a child stumbling over a stone in 
the roadway. Hurt and surprised, he 
looks up at his mother and says, “Mummy, 
why don’t you look where I’m going?” 
—lrom the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


The Old Scotch Elder’s Comfort.— 
And seek that which goeth astray (v. 12). 
An old Scotch elder lay dying. One of 
his friends drew near to the dying saint 
and asked him, “Weel, Jamie, how lang 
since is it that ye made yer peace wi’ 
God?” The aged saint said, “Weel, 
Robin, to tell the truth, I never made 
my peace wi’ God.” “But, Jamie, ye ken 
what I mean — how lang since ye sought 
and found God?” Again he said, “Oh, 
Robin, Robin, I never sought and found 
him.” Then the friend said, “Oh, his 
mind is gane, and he will never recog- 
nize us again.” But the old saint opened 
his lips and said, ‘Listen! Not I—not I 
—HI never sought him. ‘Jesus sought me 
when a stranger, Wandering from the fold 
of God; He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood.’ ”’—From 
Moody Monthly, Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


Knowing Where Baby Brother Was. 
—It is not the will of your Father... 
that one of these little ones should perish 
(v. 14). A little girl whose baby brother 
had just died asked her mother where 
baby had gone. “To be with Jesus,” re- 
plied the mother. A few days later, talk- 
ing to a friend, the mother said, “I’m so 
grieved to have lost my baby.” The little 
girl heard her, and, remembering what 
her mother had told her, looked up into 
her face and asked, “Mother, is a thing 
lost when you know where it is?” ‘No, 
of course not.” “Well, then, how can 
baby be lost when he has gone to be with 
Jesus?” Her mother never forgot this. 
It was the truth—From Junior King’s 
Business. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio, : 


Accepting the Invitation.— Suffer the 
little children to come unto me 
(Golden Text). Moody was once speak- 
ing about the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb. He imagined himself receiving 
the invitation. He read aloud his reply, 
addressed to the King of Heaven: “ ‘I 
pray that I may be excused.’ Who will 
sign that letter?” he asked, “and send it 
up to the King?” The great audience 
was still, Then Mr. Moody wrote an- 
other letter, closing with the words: “ ‘I 
hasten to say, by the grace of God I 
will be there.” Who will sign that let- 
ter?” he asked. There was a pause, and 
then a small childish voice replied, “Mr. 
Moody, I will sign it.” Truly, we must 
become as a little child before we can 
enter the kingdom of Heaven.—From Dr. 
A. R. Wells. Sent by Miss E. I. Hite- 
shen, Chambersburg, Pa. 


Why God Always Sees Us.—Suffer 
the little children . . . to come unto me 
(Golden Text). The biographer of Bishop 
Watts, Ditchfield, relates that when a 
child he was one day in the house of a 
very old woman, who asked him to read 
a tramed text, “Thou God seest me.” 
Then she said, “When you are older, peo- 
ple will tell you that God is always watch- 
ing you to see when you do wrong, in 
order to punish you. I do not want you 
to think of it in that way, but I want you 
to take the text home, and to remember 
all your life that God loves you so much 
that he cannot take his eyes off you.”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


The Little Girl’s Translation.—Suffer 
the little children, and forbid them not, 
to come unto me (Golden Text). A lit- 
tle girl had learned the verse: “Suffer 
the little children . . . to come unto me,” 
to repeat at a concert. She stepped on 
the platform and began: “Suffer —” 
It was her first attempt at public recita- 
tion. She stopped for a moment, then 
courageously began again, “Suffer little 
—" Again her fear overcame her, but 
being a resolute little one she made a 
third attempt and said, “Suffer little chil- 
dren—"” Then she looked with dismay 
at the upturned faces and stopped. With 
a last grand effort she repeated, not 
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exactly the. verse, but these words: 
“Jesus wants us all to come to him, and 
don’t let anyone try to stop us.”—From 
the Northern Messenger. Sent by J. B. 
James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Waiting for the Answer.—Suffer the 
little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me (Golden Text). A. Mexi- 
can child was brought to a vacation school 
in the San Joaquin. Evidently she felt 
some difference between her receptien and 
that of the other children. She heard 
the story of Christ blessing little children, 
and was impressed. Some one took her 
to Sunday-school and there was decided 
objection to a Mexican child. She 
marched up to the superintendent and 
demanded, “Is it true that Jesus loves 
only little hite children?” She was as- 
sured it was not true, and without a word 
of explanation she marched out. and re- 
turned with four other Mexican children, 
saying, “I wasn’t going to bring them 
until I knew.”—From the. Presbyterian 
Magazine. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. 


To Which Kingdom?—To such be- 
longeth the kingdom of heaven (Golden 
Text). The teacher had been instructing 
the class about the three kingdoms of 
the universe, and to make it plain she 
said, “Everything in our schoolroom be- 
longs to one of the three kingdoms,— our 
desk to the vegetable kingdom, our slates 
and pens to the mineral kingdom, and 
little Alice,” she added, looking down at 
the child nearest her, “belongs to the 
animal kingdom.”’ Alice looked up quite 
resentfully, and her eyes filled with tears 
as she answered, “Teacher, my mamma 
says that all little children belong to the 
kingdom of Heaven.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


Making Ready for the Lord’s Return. 
Suffer the little children... to come unto 
me: for to such belongeth the kingdom 
of heaven (Golden Text). A little girl 
had been listening while her mother’s 
friends were speaking about the near re- 
turn of the Lord. After some hours she 
was missed. She was found looking out 
of a window at the top of the house. 
Asked what she was doing, she said, “Oh, 
Mother, I heard you say Jesus might 
come today, and I wanted to be the first 
to see him. See! I washed myself and 
put on a clean pinny.”—Sent by Edith 
Goreham, Norwich, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive our unchildlikeness. Forgive, we pray 
thee, our superior ways, and our pathetic 
failure to realize the high place that thou 
hast given the children in thine own measures 
of thy kingdom. Forgive our blundering 
ways, our hasty judgments, our impatience 
toward those who are younger thar our- 
selves, and who are looking to us for heip 
and guidance. May we learn the high virtue 


and uneven lives with the open-hearted sim- 
plicity of the little child. We thank thee 
that thou hast so planned the Sunday-school 
that it shall gather in untold thousands of 
children who might thus have opportunity to 
learn of thee, to be trained in thy service, 
and as the years increase to grow increas- 
ingly useful in thy service. Bless this Sunday- 
school today, we pray thee, and whether we 
are children of a younger or an older growth, 
we pray that we may be humble learners 
at the feet of the lover of little children, our 
blessed Lord Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One day the super- 
intendent of a Sunday-school (not this 
school) was talking with the superintend- 
ent of the Primary Department as they 
looked out over the Primary room. The 
school superintendent was intensely inter- 
ested in the little children, and he showed 
his interest. “Yes,” said the Primary 
superintendent, “there is quite a crowd 
of them, isn’t there? And I like to work 
among them, but I can’t say I really love 
the little things.” Was she a good Pri- 
mary superintendent? Well, I feel just 
as you do about it. There was something, 
a great big something, lacking. I don’t 
believe that the children were just inter- 
esting to Christ, do you? No, his loving 
heart went out to them. Almost every 
one of us has something to do with chil- 
dren. How few of us act as though we 
realized what our blessed Lord thought 
of them! And it is only where the name 
of Christ is known and loved that children 
are really known and loved. When Dr. 
George W. Bailey, President of the 
World’s Sunday School Association, was 
in failing health, he and Mrs. Bailey 
were speaking about the .closing days 
which both knew could not be far away. 
Dr. Bailey mentioned to Mrs. Bailey that 
a stone might mark his resting place, and 
she suggested that upon it should be the 
words, which were very true of him, “Not 
slothful in business; fervent in spirit; 





serving the Lord.” “No, no,” said Dr. 
Bailey, “not that! Just say, ‘He loved 
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little children.” Are we doing our part 
to show that the Lord Jesus is the friend 
of children, not only by teaching about 
him, but by living so that the children 
will learn to love him through knowing 





us? Let us pray. 
are vou R FRIEND OF CHILDREN 











Lesson Hymns 
“Jesus Loves Me.” 
“Saviour, Like a Shepherd.” 
“Ye Must Be Born Again.” 
“Hide God’s Word in Your 
“The Sweet Story of Old.” 
“Jesus: Loves Even Me.” 


4 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 


Heart.” 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRA- 
TION.—Organize the lesson around 
one central and important truth 
whenever possible. 











oo emphasis upon the child in the 
teaching of the Lord is most signifi- 
cant because of the worse than neglect that 
jas the lot of the child in his day, and 
still is, among peoples who have no knowl- 
edge of the true God. But it is not to 
be overlooked that some of the teaching 
he gave was occasioned by. the fact that 
among the Jews, with their knowledge 
of the true God, the little child had more 
kindly consideration than even Greek phil- 
osophers had attained unto. When we 
center attention upon Christ and the 
child, we find him using the child as his 
“masterpiece illustration” in teaching the 
requirement for entrance into his king- 
dom and also for position in that king- 
dom. 

But his interest in the child is not an 
illustrative interest merely, as if to say 
that he is interested most of all-in grown 
folks, using the little child merely to 
teach fhem a lesson. On the contrary, 
his personal interest in little children is 
expressed both positively and negatively 
and very strongly. Not only are men for- 
bidden to cause them to stumble, they 
are also forbidden to despise or show 
|contempt for them; for they are not to 
be despised whose angels always behold 
the face of the Father, and terrible is 
the fate that the Lord says is to be pre- 
ferred to causing these little folks to 
stumble. He was much displeased when 
the disciples turned th: mothers away 
who came for a blessing upon their chil- 
dren, and he could scarcely have said 
more in commendation of the one who re- 
ceives a child in his name than that it is 
the same as receiving himself. 

After all this, we can well believe that 
it is not his will or the Father’s that a 
single one of these little ones should per- 
ish. But he couples this statement with; 
the “even so” which follows his refér-; 
ence to the shepherd who leaves the: 
ninety and nine to find the one sheep: 
that was lost. That the little. child isi 
dear to him who came to our world as' 
a little Child no one can doubt who even 
scans hastily for the first time these im-' 
portant verses of our lesson. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 18: 1-35 and 19: I-15, 

using 18: 1-6 and 19: 13-15 for the 
lesson. This is the children’s own lesson. 
Let us try to give it to them in all its; 
freshness and sweetness. 

The disciples had heard the Master 
teaching many things about the kingdom 
of Heaven. But he had not told them 
who would-be the great ones in that 
kingdom. Since he had chosen them to 











follow him, the disciples thought that 
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Lesson for April 13 


surely they should have high seats in his 
kingdom, and they were right. But there 
were many lessons for them to learn be- 
fore they were ready for these seats, and 
these lessons were quite different from 
what they thought they must learn, be- 
cause the kingdom of Heaven is differ- 
ent from the kingdoms of this world. 
Some time after the three saw the 
Lord’s glory on the mountain, the dis- 
ciples came to the Saviour and asked him 
who was greatest in the kingdom of 
Heaven. The Master knew what was in 
their hearts, but he did not say that Peter, 
or John, or James would be greatest. 
There was among the multitude a mother 
who had brought her little child to hear 
the Lord Jesus. The Master called this 
little fellow, and set him among them. 
We are sure this little child trusted in 
the Saviour, although he did not under- 
stand why he was set among the disciples, 
neither did he know the meaning of the 
Lord’s words. He told the disciples, 
“Except ye turn, and become as little 
children, ye shall in no wise enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Whoever there- 
fore shall humble himself as this little 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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child, the same is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.” ‘He said, too, that 
if anyone would receive a little child in 
his name, it was the same as receiving 
the Lord himself. And he warned them 
that it would be better for anyone to be 


| 
| 





thrown into the sea with a great heavy | 


millstone tied to his neck than for him to 
cause a little child who believed on the 
Saviour to stumble. Do we who are 
guides of these tender little feet realize 
the gracious privilege of receiving one 
such little child in the Saviour’s name, 
and also the stern responsibility and dan- 
ger of causing one who believes to stum- 
ble? Let us pray to be kept so steadily 
in the narrow way that we may lead 
aright, and never cause a little one to 
stumble. 

’ When the mother led her little child 
home that day we know she felt thank- 
ful that the Lord Jesus had used her baby 
to teach this beautiful lesson about the 
kingdom to his disciples. Perhaps the 
mother had learned a lesson herself. 

It may be, that other mothers heard 
what the Saviour had said that day about 
little children and the kingdom, and they 
wanted him to bless their children, too. 
These mothers learned that the Lord had 
come down from Galilee, and they gath- 
ered up their children and went to meet 
him, bringing even the babies to him. 

The disciples thought these mothers 
ought not to trouble the Master who was 
busy teaching the people. They wanted 
to send them away. Mark, in his Gos- 
pel, tells us that the Master was much 
displeased with his disciples. Let the 
class tell you what the Saviour said about 
the children coming to him. Mark tells 
us, too, that the Lord Jesus took the chil~ 
dren up in his arms, put his hands on 
their heads, and blessed them. We believe 
these little ones never forgot the tender 
strength of the Master’s arms, and the 
sweet benediction of his hands on their 
heads. 

“To such belongeth the kingdom of 
heaven.” Let us try to get the precious 
teaching of these words. The Lord Jesus 
never taught that little children are sin- 
less. Once, in speaking of the little ones, 
he said that he had come to seek and to 
save that which was lost, and that it 
was not the will of his Father that one 
of these little ones should perish. He 
said, too, “Let them come unto me.” It 
seems that he wanted his disciples as 
well as the mothers of the children to 
know that he is the children’s Saviour, 
too, and that he has atoned for their 
sin. And if the children are allowed to 
come to him, they will know him and 
trust him, while the “wise and prudent” 
will not. * 

Let us ask for the Saviour’s tenderness 
that we may speak his invitation with his 
own winsomeness to the children in-our 
classes. And let us ask, too, for some 
means of contact with the great throngs 
of untaught children, children of the rich 
and great, as well as the children of the 
poor and the outcast, that we may say 
“Come” to them, too. 


In the morn of the Holy Sabbath, 
I like inthe church to see 

The dear little children clustered, 
Worshiping there with me. 

And I think that the tender Master, 
Whose mercies are ever new, 

Has a special benediction 
For the dear little heads in the pew. 

When they hear, “The Lord is my shepherd, ' 
Or, “Suffer the babies to come,” 

They -are-glad that the living Jesus 
Has. given the lambs a home, 

A place of their own with his people. 
He cares for me and for you, 

But close in his heart he gathers 
The dear little heads in the pew. 

—Margaret E. Sangster. 


Sing “| Think When I Read that Sweet 
Story of Old,” 


Cirnton, S. C. 
we 


We have lost the iron tonic of the be- 
lief that God is behind everything. The 
Bible view is that God allows the world, 
the flesh and the Devil to do their worst, 
but behind all stands God. The great 
thing to remember is that God never has 
been and never will be disconcerted.— 
Oswald Chambers. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Christ and the children. 
2. The angels and the children. 
3. You—and the children? 











ESUS and the Children” — the pres- 
ent-day world is so familiar with this 
picture from the artists’ brushes and 
from the authors’ pens and from the 
orators’ tongues that your girls will think 
they “know all about this lesson” before 
you begin it. Let them pause to think 


how wonderful it is that this is true — 


for it was never so before Jesus Christ 
came and set a little child “in the midst” 
of that group of men grasping after in- 
dividual “greatness.” He it was who first 
so placed the child, in human society; 
he it was who made the inward attitude 
of the little child the standard for ‘those 
who would enter his kingdom; he it was 
who gave such solemn warning against 
misleading or neglecting little children. 
And he it was whom the children evi- 
dently so loved that whenever he paused 
there was one somewhere near, ready to 
come at his call, glad to be near, happy 
while ciose to this beloved: Master. He 
lived what he taught, here, as in all 
things, so well balancing his words with 
his deeds. 

Which phase of the Lord’s teachings 
on this subject. do your girls need? Use 
that for your emphasis with this lesson; 
but the one needed by all is reserved for 
the close, in this article. 


2. There is another thing so clearly 
taught by the Lord Jesus on this subject 
that we should not pass it over, yet we 
do because we cannot fully understand it. 
“Beware of ever despising one of these 
little ones, for I tell you that in Heaven 
their angels have continual access to my 
Father who is in Heaven.” (Literally, 
“continually behold the face of.”) These 
are the very words of Jesus Christ — 
shall we accept them for their clear and 
beautiful teaching, or disregard them as 
“fanciful”? The reality of angels and 
their ministering guardianship over God’s 
children here on earth is of such com- 
fort — why are we so slow to accept what 
is so plainly taught in God’s Word, and 
by God’s Son himself? (See Psa. 91: 9- 
12 in this connection.) 


3. But we ought to help our girls to 
come to an earnest consideration of the 
third point in our lesson: What about you 
and the children in your life? 

First, help the girls who have little 
children i in their homes — sisters, brothers, 
relatives, or friends living with them. 
What can a girl do for. such children? 
First, just what her Lord taught his first 
disciples to do: Take the child’s attitude 
toward him as her own—the trusting, 
sincerely loving, truly humble heart of a 
little child, however troublesome his out- 
ward acts may sometimes be. If she 
would belong to his kingdom the King 
himself has set this spirit as his own 
standard for admission.. She cannot “re- 
ceive” Christ unless she has such a spirit; 
she can enter his kingdom only when she 
“becomes as a little child.” 

Second, she can gladly give her best 
toward making..human society center 
around the child’s welfare. (This espe- 
cially for the girl .without children in her 
own home.). Is she preparing to teach 
children, in Sunday~-school or elsewhere? 
Or to be a good leader in community wel- 
fare projects for. children? In. library 
work for children? In home mission 
tasks of day nursing, visiting, “fresh-air- 
ing,” feeding the undernourished, and the 
like? Just because of her Master’ s teach- 
ings the world is busy for little children 


{in many lovely ways. 


But the third is the hardest of all things 
asked of a young -girl—to be willing to 
give up whatever might cause one child 
to stumble on his way toward the Saviour 
who so loves them all. Whether she can 
see that it is hurting herself or not, if this 
habit, or attitude, or amusement, or prac- 
tice of hers, of whatever kind, endangers 
one child’s eternal welfare, can she hold 


to it, after hearing her Lord speak? Read | reduced very small. 
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his words once more, as you close this 
lesson (Matt. 18:6). 


Home Study 
For your entry in your “Life of the 
King” this week, you have some beautiful 
and some solemn words of his own, un- 
der “The King and the Children” —as 
noted above. What will you do for “one 
of these little ones,” for his sake, this 


week? See Matthew 18:5 for your re- 
ward. 
Rasun Gap, Ga. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YouTtH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions; but are all -in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YOUTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people odtubed by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurIsTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SuNbay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What argument among the disciples 
led to the teaching of this week’s lesson? 

2. How could the full grown disciples 
become as little children? 

3. Should childishness be a character- 
istic of those who follow Christ? What 
should be? What is the difference? 

4. How may we, as young people, “of- 
fend” children? 

5. What parable did Christ teach to 
show. God’s concern over one little child? 

6. How did Christ practice the teach- 
ing given in this lesson? 


is 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Human nature. 

Discussion: Show how the divine prin- 
ciple of growth is from small beginnings; 
how the great and enduring processes 
work outward from the inward. 

Objective: Capitalizing your smallness 
with the power of Jesus Christ. 














AY, fellows, this episcde in the life 

of our Lord furnishes us a reserved 
box seat in the grandstand from which 
we may look at human nature in full 
play, and properly appraise some of its 
follies. And as we look, we see ourselves 
very clearly reflected. Do you remem- 
ber when -you eyed the plate and coveted 
the biggest slice of cake? or the biggest 
piece of candy? Did you grab for it— 
or was your sense of courtesy the only 
thing that held you back? Congratula- 
tions on that; but you wanted it all the 
same, didn’t you? 

And ever since then your natural in- 
clination was to have the biggest of what- 
ever was going round. That is human 
nature; and human nature often leads us 
to make the very worst choices possible. 
All round us we see the wrecks that have 
resulted from reaching for the big pore 
tion before qualifying for even a small 
portion. 

Here’s a section of the country where 


‘people in the mad rush for big profits 


in real estate deals lost their heads and 
“bit off more than they could chew.” 
They invested far bevond their ability to 
finance, coveting quickly made fortunes. 
Suddenly the “boom” collapsed, all that 
had been made was lost, and they were 
Here is the skeleton 
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Do You Know 


What the Bible 
Really Does Say 


About riches, affliction, assurance, 
joy, or faith, or any other phase of 
our present day life? 





— 
And if you are not just sure, do 
you know how to find out quickly 
and fully, and accurately? 


Think of it! Over six hundred 
subjects are covered in an index to 
the Bible,—an index you could 
almost carry in your coat pocket, a 
compact reference book that ought 


to be right on your desk. It is 
called 


THE TOPICAL TEXT BOOK 


with an introduction on Methods 
of Bible Study by Dr. R. A. Torrey 


And it will make the Bible a new 
mine of blessing to anyone who 
will use the Topical Text Book as 
a working tool in study and in the 
preparation of addresses. 


Wouldn’t you like to have a copy? 


Undoubtedly! Then here is the 
way to secure it: 


We shall be glad to send youa copy of The Topical 
Text Book if you will send either fve Ten Week 
Get Acquainted subscriptions to THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMEs at 25 cents each, or fwe/ve Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions for ten weeks to CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH at 10 cents each. 


‘THIS IS THE OFFER:— 


Five trial subscriptions to THe 
SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs...... $1.25 


Or twelve trial subscriptions 
to CHRISTIAN YouTH (the 
weekly lesson-help for ™ 


- teen age class)......... --$1.20 
The Topical Text Book......... - ed The Topical Text Book......... 85 
Both for only $1.25. $2.10 | Both for only $1.20. $2.05 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES C0., 323 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
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steel framework of a mammoth resort 
hotel, never finished. Its designer and 
promoter was going to build the finest 
thing America had ever seen. Now four 
small letters hang upon its barred door- 
way, and they spell ‘‘s-u-N-K.” 

Last year the whole world watched the 
great stock market cavort around in the 
sky, where a million dollars would be 
tossed across the ring with the freedom 
of a tennis ball. Speculators who had 
in former days considered a few thou- 
sand as a princely profit grasped for mil- 
lions. All of a sudden the bubble burst, 
and wrecked fortunes and wrecked homes 
and wrecked lives—even suicides — 
were in the common news of the day. 

Most of you fellows are old enough to 
reniember how, a few years ago, the 
ruler of a great empire decided to slice 
off about half the world, and sent his 
armies forth to take it. Today he sits 
in exile, a broken life with a de-crowned 
head, while the powerful empire he ruled 
has ceased to be a monarchy and is un- 
der heavy mortgage to those very neigh- 
bors who were scheduled to be absorbed. 

The disciples of Jesus Christ were just 
human. They wanted to be the greatest 
in the kingdom. Their idea as to getting 
that honor was to have it conferred upon 
them. They inquired about it, and the 
Master showed them how futile was their 
hope for getting it that way. He took 
up a little child and said, “Except ye turn, 
and become as little children, ye shall in 
no wise enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

Fellows, Paul says: 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” Surely we could not have a bet- 
ter mind than that! If we are wise— 
even if we are not fools —we will want 
to have right conceptions of things. The 
pilot is in the upper story. If we are not 
right in the upper story, our ship will go 
on the rocks. So notice today how the 
Lord Jesus “minded” small things. To 
be great, we must have the humble spirit 
of a little child. In his parable about the 
sheep, it was the poor little lost sheep 
that held the shepherd’s chief concern — 
not the ninety-nine. A little faith to 
move a mountain. And when our Lord 
began the establishment of his Church 
which was to envelope the whole earth, 
he did not seek mergers of the wise men 
and combinations of the great and power- 
ful ones; but he chose a few humble men, 
fisher folk and publicans despised. 

So if you feel small today, remember : 
“Blessed are the meek: for they shall in- 
herit the earth.” If you feel cramped in 
your little’ circumstances, or lack of 
health or influence, bring your “littleness” 
to the great Master; he is interested and 
wants to go intd partnership with you. 

Greensboro, N. C. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for April 6) 


“Let this mind 


1. To bring out the truth to the disciples. 

2. He was (see John 17: 20, 21, 23, 25). 

3. He is (see Matt. 28: 18-20 and like 
passages). 

4. The fact that, as ae stated, Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God. 


5. Perhaps his love for the Lord, and 
his inability to reconcile the idea of death 
at the hands of his enemies with the sanctity 
of the person of the Son of God. 


6. The high commendation previously be- 
stowed upon him by the Lord. 


7. Was he not limited in his revelations 
to them by their own limitations of faith? 
He could not reveal this dark and difficult 
side of his mission until their faith in him 
5 -— Son of God was established and con- 

esse 


8. His was the cross of guilt and shame, 
borne for the sins of the world. Our cross 
is the will yielded to his. 

9. Note Matthew 16: 28. 


10. No, because of the reference to the 
angels. 


11. The glamour of his mighty miracles 
was so great that he had to prevent in every 
way possible all that tended to lessen simple 
faith in the individual heart. He would not 
be believed in because of hopes of fame or 
power or future temporal blessings. 

12. Usually they did not,—men do not 
seem able to forbear speaking of such won- 
‘ders, — but in this particular case it is re- 
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corded that these chosen ones did obey him, 
keeping silent about both his revelation of 
his own death and the transfiguration until 
after his ascension (see Luke 9: 36b). 

13. The Lord’s continuing reference to 
his death and resurrection, each of which 
was probably perplexing to ‘them. 

14. Following at once his revealing words 
about his coming death and resurrection, 
came the great miracle of curing the epilep- 
tic boy. 

v8 


Fundamentals Conference 
in Hartford 


‘ik New England Christian Funda- 
mentals Association will hold a Bible 
conference in Hartford, April 4-6. Meet- 
ings will be held in Unity Hall, and the 
speakers are to be the Rev. Harris Gregg 
and the Rev. Charles G. E. Chilton. The 
Association was formed about two years 
ago to contend for the faith and to seek 
the salvation of the lost through united 
evangelistic endeavor, and it adheres to 
the confession of faith of the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 20. Why We Believe We Live For- 
ever. John 11 : 23-26; Mark 12:26, 27. 
(Easter.) 

April 27. What Is a “Useful Life’? 2 Tim. 
23 3°38, 2%, 22. 

May 4. How May We Find Our Life-Work? 
Psa. 119 : 105; Jas. 1 : 5-7. (Vocations Day.) 

May 11. Developing Good Will Through the 
Home. Ruth 1 : 6-10, 15-17. 





Sunday, April 13 


Why Everybody Needs Christ 
(John 14: 1-11) 





Mon.—All are sinners (Rom. 3 : 9-18). 

Tues.—All are lost sheep (Isa. 53 : 6). 

Wed.—All are helpless (Eph. 2 : 8-13). 

Thurs.—Salvation is in Christ alone. 
(Acts 4: 12). 

Fri.—Christ reveals God (John 14: 1- “2. 

Sat—We need Christ’s power (Rom. 8: 
1-4). 











What does Jesus mean to us? 
How do we learn our need of Christ? © 
Why are some unconscious of their need? 


PROMINENT evangelist said that, 

on the eve of starting on a long jour- 
ney, a wealthy friend said to him: “You 
are going on a far trip. You may need 
more money than you have. Here is my 
check book. Take it along with you. 
The checks are signed, and you can fill 
out as many as you need.” 

The evangelist was astonished with 
such confidence, and as he went from 
city to city and associated with well-to-do 
business men, he thought to himself: 
“They may be rich, but I have more in 
my pocket than they. I have at my dis- 
posal all that my friend -is worth.” 


You and I have started out on a jour- 
ney through life. We have a friend in- 
finitely richer than the one who gave 
the evangelist his check book. Our 
friend has written us a letter in which 
he says, “My God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.” He tells us, “My grace ts 
sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 12:9), and 
again, concerning the future, “Let not 
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me ... I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also” (John 14: 1-3). 

Think of it! In him are pardon and 
-cleansing from past sins, abundant pro- 
vision and strength for present living, and 
a blessed guarantee for the future! Is 
this what the Lord Jesus means to you 
today ? 


Man’s primary need of Christ is wrap- 




















Lesson for April 13 


ped up in the fact that all men are sin- 
ners, “for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God,” and “the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 3:23 and 
6:23). 

da need Christ because he is the 
“way, the truth, and the life’ (John 14: 
6), and no man may come to the Father 
but through him, for “there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4: 
12). Peter recognized this great truth 
when he said, “Lord, to whom else should 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life” (John 6: 68). 

$e 


Paul shows us that those who have 
never heard about the Lord Jesus Christ 
and his death on the cross are without 
excuse, for the creation speaks of God 
(Rom. 1: 18-20). But one of the great 
results of sin is spiritual blindness and 
deafness, and deception of the mind. And 
so, although the creation speaks of God, 
nevertheless, because they are blinded and 
deceived by sin, men turn away, and so 
. become utterly unconscious of their need 
of Christ (Rom. 1: 19-23). Then it be- 
comes necessary for some to go to them 
and point out their need and tell them 
of the One who is able to meet that need. 

Still another great season why men 
need Christ is that-only through him may 
they understand God. The Bible tells us 
that no man hath seen God at any ting 
(John 1:18). We are utterly unable to 
comprehend or understand him with these 
finite minds, and so he sent his Son who 
is the fullness or outshining of God’s 
glory and the very expression of his per- 
son, in order that we may know what 
God is like and in order that we might 
understand his great love for us (Heb. 
1: 1-3). . 


But are we merely going to rest back 
in the realization that we need Christ 
and have accepted him? Does not man’s 
great need for Christ stir us to a desire 
to make him known to others? Surely 
.if we really believe these things that we 
have been thinking about, we shall not 
be able to rest until we have done 
all we can to help others see their 
need of him, and to know him as their 
Saviour and their Lord. 


ye 
What practical results is my realization 
of my need of Christ having in my own life? 
What am I doing to help others to see 


their need of him? 

Is my life an open and clean channel 
through which God may reach others through 
me? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





With the New Books 











The Gospel Among the Red Men. 
Bv Robert Hamilton. (Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, Nashville, Tenn., 50 cents.) If the 
Indians of Virginia, though offered one 
hundred dollars by sportsmen’s clubs, can 
yet refuse to rent either boat or creek 
for fishing on the Lord’s Day; if a five- 
year-old Indian boy is the first in his 
State to pay the annual church pledge of 
five dollars; and if the church that oc- 
cupies the site of Powhatan’s Council 
House includes in its membership every 
Indian. of that division old enough to be 
a Christian, — then one need look no fur- 
ther for ample proof of the Gospel’s 
power among the Red Men. As far 
as the author knows, his work is the 
only record of Southern Baptist Mis- 
sions among the Indians, and he has given 
a most graphic picture of the faithful, 
heroic service of the early missionaries. 
One after another passes in review, — 
lives that were all too brief usually, and 
with little recognition then or now, but 
they lengthened the list of those “of 
whom the world was not worthy.” The 
book is written for mission study, and 
includes chapter outlines and questions. 


Robert Stuart Fullerton. A Memoir. 
By J. J. Lucas. (Missionary Education 





(‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Movement, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City, $1.25.) The blood of the martyrs 
has ever been the seed of the Church, 
and while it was not granted Mr, Fuller- 
ton to suffer a violent death for the 
Gospel’s sake in India, yet his letters 
give vivid pictures of many who laid 
down their lives in the Mutiny of 1857, 
and of others, including himself, who suf- 
fered the loss of all things that they 
might win Christ. Like a voice from the 
past, these letters of seventy-five years 
ago reveal the joys and sorrows of mis- 
sionary life as it was then, before its 
devotion to the Person, as well as to the 
service, of our Lord was marred by the 
encroachments of Modernism and modern 
methods. The last half of the book is 
taken up with a few well told, faith- 
quickening narratives of native Christians, 
who, during the terrible Mutiny, were ‘‘tor- 
tured, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection.” These 
stood as one man almost, in their refusal 
to turn Moslem, and all Heaven must 
have rejoiced to hear these Indian 
Stephens, Peters, and Pauls cry out, 
“What is my life that I should deny my 
Saviour? I have never done so since 
the day I first believed on him, and by 
the grace of God, come what may, I 
never will.” 





Children at Home 








Bob in the: Brigand’s Den 





A Chi story founded on fact 
By A. O. Stott 
66 ELL, Bob, your uncle has written 


me that you are to spend the 
Easter vacation with them at T’ai-chow, 
so that’s all right, as your father’s ship 
isn’t due in Shanghai till May.” 

“Fine. I knew Uncle Dick was going 
to have me and I’m glad. I don't like 
Shanghai without Dad and Mother.” 

“Any date fixed for her return, Bob?” 

“No. You see, the doctor thinks Maisie 
might perhaps come back with her next 
year and she can't bear leaving the kid 
alone in England with our queer mixXture 
of relations.” 

“Oh, well, you'll be all right with Dr. 
Murray this time, Bob,” and the head 
master of the European school in North 
China dismissed the junior pupils who, 
like so many others, had no real home in 
this alien land. 

Bob was quite pleased at this Easter 
holiday arrangement, for his uncle, a 
medical missionary in the interior, was 
a thorough sport, and his aunt made a 
fuss over him, seeing that theirs was a 
childless home. Bob ‘was bright and 
merry, so he got on well with the Chinese, 
who readily made friends with the “small 
Foreign First-Born.” 

“Say, Bob, don’t go riding too far 
away from the city on Pegasus,” said 
his uncle at breakfast next morning. For 
Bob had just announced that he was 
going for a good long ride on one of his 
uncle’s Siberian ponies. ‘There’s been a 
lot of raids about the villages lately, but 
mostly at night for robbers and brigands 
abound just now, and the less one goes 
about the country the better; I would go 
with you myself only I have a big opera- 
tion to do, but old Di-mo-ta [‘“Timothy’’] 
will accompany you; I know he is the 
soul of caution, but you must promise me 
to obey him, for he knows better than I 
do about the safety of the roads.” 

“All right,” said Bob. “It’s too fine a 
morning to waste, but I give you my word 
as a Scout I’ll be careful.” 

“That’s good, Bob; I know I can trust 
your father’s son. Di-mo-ta is a rock of 
sense and faithfulness and you can’t come 
to any harm if he can help it, I know.” 

Bob’s aunt underlined the word of cau- 
tion; indeed she rather questioned the 
wisdom of letting Bob go off alone even 
with the trusty old Ma-fu (“groom”), but 
her husband remarked that the boy might 





get into worse mischief while they were 
both over in the hospital, and Di-mo-ta | 


was sure to be careful. It certainly 
was a perfect morning and Bob drew a 
breath of keen delight as they galloped 
outside the walled city passing groups of 
children who all turned to gaze open- 
mouthed at “the white foreign boy-devil.” 

The stony paths through the rice plain 
wound like narrow twisted ribbons to 
the low hills encircling the city. To 
Bob’s joy the usual crowds of country 
coolies, barrows, afid mule Shenza 
(“carts”) were absent, so they could 
race ahead. This absence, however, trou- 
bled his Chinese escort who looked in- 
creasingly anxious. Pegasus, the pony, 
was fresh and did indeed fly “like the 
wind.” Suddenly, as they neared the base 
of the hills, Di-mo-ta shouted to turn 
back, and Bob at once tried to do so, 
but the pony had no notion of curtailing 
his exercise. Shying violently at a 
donkey by the roadside he tore off at a 
pace which Bob found himself powerless 
to check. He pulled frantically on the 
pony’s hard mouth, but suddenly the 
leather reins, having perished as usual in 
the Chinese climate, snapped and broke, 
leaving Pegasus free. 

Timothy raced after Bob terrified of 
what was going to happen as the boy 
clung to the neck.of his pony, The mad 
flight, however, continued till it came to 
an abrupt end. Some armed robbers 
sprang down the hillside from a shelter- 
ing wall of rocks and seized the ponies. 
In a moment their pistols covered both 
Bob and Di-mo-ta, and the boy had 
enough sense to realize that resistance 
was useless, Di-mo-ta looked at him be- 
seechingly, with a world of warning in 
his face, as they were bound and blind- 
folded and forced to dismount and walk 
by the side of the robbers. Finally they 
were taken to a ruined temple, hidden 
among the highest hills of a distant range. 
Here they were separated and closely 
guarded in the narrow “cells’’ where once 
Buddhist monks had fasted and prayed. 
Naturally Bob felt pretty queer, but his 
uncle’s faith in God had influenced him 
more, than he knew, and now in this first 
experience of real danger he found ‘him- 
self turning in quite a new way to pray 
to God his heavenly Father for deliver- 
ance. ‘He remembered that his mother 
away in England would be asking God to 
keep him. safe and that his uncle and 
aunt would be doing their utmost to get 
them released. 

The hours passed very slowly, and 
when night came on Bob was both hun- 
gry and miserable. All the stories he had 
heard about Chinese brigands came troop- 
ing through his brain and he wondered 
whatever was going to happen to him. 
Just then he remembered the story of Dan- 
iel his uncle had read at prayers that morn- 
ing which now seemed like long years 
ago. How confident his uncle’s prayer 
had been; could God fail to deliver now- 
adays away in China? Somehow Bob 
felt He could and would deliver, and was 
comforted. After a while, feeling happier, 
he fell asleep, worn out. and faint with 
hunger. j 

Next morning one of the chief brigands 
came to him and asked many questions 
about his uncle, 
was suffering agonies dying from a poi- 
soned wound, and two of their number 
owed their lives to the kindly and suc- 
cessful treatment received in the hospital 
from Bob’s uncle.. Apparently they were 
very anxious about‘ the recovery of their 
chief and at last agreed that if Di-mo-ta 
would go under escort and bring the 
doctor back they would release Bob on 
payment of half the ransom money de- 
manded — otherwise the boy must “pay 
the price.” Di-mo-ta was forced to swear 
with the strongest Chinese oaths to pre- 
serve secrecy and knowing what was at 
stake he readily consented. In a surpris- 
ingly short time Dr. Murray arrived 
blindfolded at the temple. He soon suc- 
ceeded in alleviating the sufferings of the 
chief, and it was not long before matters 
were settled and Bob was released. 

It proved to be a never-to-be-forgotten 
adventure in the boy’s life and has taught 
him more than all else how God can 
deliver his servants today, even from a 
Chinese brigand’s den. 


WortTHINe, Sussex, Enc. 


It seemed that the chief" 
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Expensive Silks 
Sold in Fifth Avenue 
Stores at $6 and 
$6.50 per yd. -But- 
All the remnants and ends of the leading 
manufacturers (too small pieces—3 to 10 yds, 
each—for wholesale trade) are thrown on our 
tables to be sacrificed regardless of original 
prices, Also by mail. All 39 in. Write today. 


$ 6 Heavy $ 1 .90 


Flat Crepe 
for per yd. 


Genuine Crepe Paris advertised at $6 per yard. Wash- 











able, durable, splendid! State yardage and color, 
Stylish 
$6-50 HE $1.50 
per yd. 
thread si', made to sell at $6.50 per yard. tate 
color combination and second choice. $1.50 a yard. 
Silks, prirfts and plain, © 
samples. Let us know 90 
what kind of a piece 4 
you would like to see ye. 
Writ tod what 
Send No Money quality, color ona yard- 
Sea 
see without objjgation to keep it. 
approval by i mail at our expense? 
CRANE’S “7a 
N. Y. CITY 
on theological ° e 
vangel Ainiversity 
subjectsas 
gifts by parcel 
post to the 74 Fairview Avenue 
JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY 


for 
All new Spring printed Crepes and Jacquards, pure 
black satin, etc. No 

on approval, Also $1 standard pongee, 48c, beige only. 
wish you to try our silk thread so will send you free spool. 
and general 

ly Sounded on Poe 

Jhe Infallible Word of Sod 

Library. 














A Whole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching worth while! 


“| regard the ‘Illustrator’ as being the dest / can 
get.” 22 N. Henshaw. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Fhe Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 
Editer and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 








Advertising Rates 


The Sunday School Times: 90 cents 
per line, $12.60 per inch, each insertion 
(fourteen lines to the inch). Christian 
Youth: 10 cents per line, $1.40 per inch, 
each insertion. For detailed information 
address The Religious Press Association, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday Sckool Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Centrai and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 50 cents for postage. 


_ Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions,” 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year, 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



















































































204 * 
The Call of the West 


WESTERN CANADA is a Mission Field of great 
need, Over 1% millions rural population. 

Over 2,000 schoo! districts where the Gospel is never 
preached. Over 100,000 persons in one province 
alone could not attend any kind of religious service 
if they so desired. 

Over 500 school districts in one province where the 
Gospel has not been preached in over 1g years. 
Thousands of boys and girls without any Gospel 
privileges. \ 

** Speaking to a group of children on the traii a mis- 
sionary asked if they knew Jesus. A lad replied in 
all seriousness, ‘‘ Nol where does He live? This 
lad was 19 vears old.” 

A group of school children reported that a lady had 
spoken in their school and she swore all the time. A 
lady worker had given them the Gospel for the first 
time. 

THE GREAT WEST MISSION of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance was established in_1923 and is 
giving forth the Gospel via Gospel car, Gospel tents, 

orseback riders, Visitation, School and farm 
house meetings, literature, and radio. _ 
Over 100 adults professed conversion in one sum- 
mer. The work is a faith enterprise. 

PRAYER IS NEEDED 
Consecrated young men are needed. 
$5,000.00 needed for advance this year. 

Rev. J. H. WOODWARD, 
Supt. Great West Mission 


10940—83rd St., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 








EcoNOMY WITH 


ComMFORT® 
In New York 


Guest Accommodations at 
the National Bible Institute 


Pastors, Missionaries, Evangelists and 
other Christian men and women can 
secure attractive accommodation when 
visiting New York in the eleven-story 
fireproof building of the Institute 
erected at the heart of the city. Every 
room an outside room, newly fur- 
nished, with bot and cold running 
water. Rates exceptionally low. For 
further information or reservations, 
address : 


National Bible Institute 
340 West 55th St., 
New York City 


Don O. Shelton, President 
Hugh R. Monro, Treasurer 














“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 


Lesson Helps 


Following the 
international Uniform Lessoa Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 























ANNIVERSARY 


HYMNS of PENTECOST 


181 HYMNS. 22 READINGS 
25 cents each by mail, $15.00 for 100 
ext Hymnal Hymns on Pentecost. 
30 New General Gospel Songs. 
35 Very Popular Gospel Songs. 
95 Familiar Hymns and Gospel Songs. 





18x in all. 

This book contains your old favorites and some 
new things. 
Observe Pentecost in your church, Sunday-school, 
and Young People’s Meetings. ‘This book will help you. 
Send 15 cents in stamps for a sample. Money 
returned if book is sent back. A FREE sample to 
ministers. Give name of church. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 
NATIONAL MUSIC CO., 218 S. Wabash, Chicago, Ill. 


I Ss E L | a John’s Emphasized Gospel, 5c 
j each, 24 for $1.00; cloth bound, 
with map (my own make). I g7ve Acts (another map) 











For Family Worship ) 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 7 to 13 
Mon.—Matthew 18:1-6. The Childlike Spirit. 


The disciples had been having one of 
their characteristic disputes about pri- 
macy in the immediately looked-for 
earthly kingdom which would overthrow 
Rome. But the Lord tells them they 
will not even get in it unless they humble 
themselves as the shrinking child whom 
he had gathered up in his arms. ‘There 
is a “pride that apes humility” —but a 
child’s humility is not put on. Only the 
indwelling Lord himself can give us the 
real thing. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
summer conferences of the Victorious 
Life Testimony at Keswick, N. J.; that 
the Spirit may greatly bless every speaker, 
and that life transformation may be 
wrought by the blessed Spirit in every 
one attending. 


Tues.—Matthew 18 ;: 7-14. 

God’s Care fer Children, 
Children, and childlike ones in the king- 
dom, have not driven away by sin their 
guardian angels, the choicest angels of 
Heaven, the angels of the Presence, for 
the humility of the child is Godlike, and 
the privilege of standing before God and 
of keeping watch over children is seem- 
ingly much the same. Some look of 
impatience on the faces of these disciples 
who once tried to drive away mothers 
from bringing their children to the Lord 
doubtless called forth this warning. 


PraYER SuGceESTIONS: Pray that God 
will continue to bless the monthly week- 
end Victorious Life Conferences at Kes- 
wick, and provide and empower leaders 
for these. 


Wed.—Mark 10 : 13-16. 
Christ Blessing Little Childrcn. 

We can bring our children to the Lord 
just as really as those Judean mothers 
did, and he will bless them just as really. 
“The promise is unto you, and to your 
children.” Tradition says that an early 
church bishop, Ignatius, was a child en- 
folded by the Lord because he took the 
name “Theophorus,” meaning “God- 
borne,” but he used it in the sense of 
bearing about with him the indwelling 
Lord. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Lord will open the hearts of stewards of 
his.choosing who will, under his guidance, 
contribute regularly to the maintenance 
of the Victorious Life Testimony (80 
Stafford Building, r114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia). 

Thurs.—1 Samuel 3: 1-14. God Calls a Child. 

A number cf young children in St. 
Louis, under the training and encourase- 
ment of the Gospel Center there, met 
for prayer. The majority of them were 
about the age of Samuel when the Lord 
spoke to him in the Temple. It is per- 
haps a widespread error on the part of 
even the most faithful of Christian par- 
ents that their young children can only 
prepare for future service. They should 
also encourage them to look for the 
Spirit’s guidance into immediate though 
simple work. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God’s 
Special guidance upon the Council of the 
Victorious Life Testimony, in their 
monthly week-end meetings at New Lis- 
i J., to pray and plan for all the 
work, 


Fri.—Luke 2 : 22-32. Jesus Dedicated to God. 


Our blessed Lord as a babe did not 
need to be officially dedicated to God, but, 
just as he went to baptism, so here, it 
was in order to fulfill ali righteousness. 
And it is indeed an example that all 
Christian parents should dedicate their 
children to the Lord. 





to reader,who reports having read John. Maze — 
Elizabeth Merriam, 103 Beech, vaminghar, Mass. 
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supply of funds by which the Pioneer 
Mission Agency (80 Stafford Building, 
Philadelphia) may send out Spanish Tes- 
taments for use in Mexico, and that God 
will guide Mr. DeRoos, of the Latin 
American Prayer Fellowship, in distribut- 
ing them. 

Sat.—Luke 2: 41-52. The Model Child. 


In an age of disobedience to parents (2 
Tim. 3: 2) the being subject to Mary and 
Joseph by the little Lord Jesus needs to 
be held up-to children by both parents 
and teachers; neglecting to do this is at 
the bottom of modern “crime waves.” 
PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
ten thousand dollars needed to complete 
the new building for the men in the 
Colony of Mercy at Keswick, N. J.; 
pray that all the Colony men may be led 
to absolute surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Sun.—Psalm 24:1-6. The Pure in Heart. 
This is a Messianic Psalm, and the 
question in verse 3 and the answer in 
verses 4 and 5 were David’s prophetic 
foreglimpsé of our Lord’s meditation as 


(Lesson for April 13) MARCH 29, 1930 


Mary and Joseph took him up to the 
Temple at the age of twelve, so that he 
could become a son of the law. ‘He never 
had other than a pure heart, and the way 
for us to have the same is to let him 
come into our hearts and give it to us. 
Prayer SuaGcestions: Pray for Co- 
lumbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C., 
and for the supply of needs to support 
its four-year Bible course, undertaken last 
fall, and for all its other work. Pray 
for money to begin summer conferences 
on the new grounds near Asheville, N.C, 


PROPHECY 


A profound Scriptural study. Tracing 
the Messiah through the Old and 
New Testaments. Should be in the 
hands of every Bible loving Christian. 
SENT FREE. Write to 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
2248 Westchester Avenue, New York City 









































‘** More valuable than gold — 
** The Summer 


THE ALL-BIBLE SCHOOL 


ea than much fine gold’’ 
ible School.” 





THE PLAN 


Uses no handcraft — Lifts up Christ— 
Focuses the Scriptures on Him—Traces 
predictions of His Coming in the Old 
Testament—Finds Him manifest in the 
New Testament, Systematic, definite, 
clear-cut, Orthodox—-Study clusters 
around ‘‘The Way of Life.’ Five 
weeks course—Five days per week— 
Three hours per day. 





Triple Course of Study : 


1.—MEMORY WORK 
2.—BIBLE HISTORY 
3.—_BIBLE GEOGRAPHY 


Complete Course of Study :—Twelve 
Years—five weeks each, five days per 
week, three hours per day, plus one Kin- 
dergarten Year and two Postgraduate 
years. 

Annual Commencement and Diplomas 
to graduates. 

Fascinating from start to finish—un- 

bounded enthusiasm,marvelous results. 
JESUS SAID: 

**Search the Scriptures . 
they which testify of me. 
PAUL SAID (of Timothy) 


“And that from a child thou hast known 
the holy Scriptures which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith 


. . for they are 


which is in Christ Jesus.” 


Oy. about .70,000 across the seas. 


This is a labor of lobe 

No financial profit ' 
College Credits 

Fill out 4 mail the coupon 





Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 








After eighteen years of life—and nine years of active promotion the schools reporting are 740 
(many evidently do not report) enrollment about 60,000 in home: lands and Canada, and proba- 


he school in the Third Presbyterian Church, Chester, averaging the first year about 163, 


now averages about 600 per day. For the completed course colleges give credits. 
i ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


£ DR. A. L. LATHEM, 434 E. Broad St., Chester, Pa. 
g Bible Summer School. 


g Name. . 202 2 0c 8 cw cowe ems s 


D. 1A Y . Address . 


Bocks and supplies of all kinds, except emblems, may be had also by addressing the above 


D. L. Moody said :— 


‘ Thirty years ago pretty much every- 
body believed that the Bible was true. 
They did not antagonize it or question it. 
They believed that the Lord Jesus Christ, 
by dying on the cross, had done some- 
thing for them,and that if they received 
Him they would be saved. And my work 
was to bring them to a decision to do 
what they already knew they ought to do. 
But all is different now. The question 
mark is raised everywhere now, and there 
is need for teachers who shall teach and 
show the people what the Gospel is. / 
believe that God will raise up a teaching 
evangelism through which this work 
shall be done.”’ a 


Dr. James M. Gray says:— 


‘It is just such a teaching evangelism as D. 
L. Moody predicted which Dr. Lathem and his 
associates are endeavoring to put on in this 
plan (“‘ The Summer Bible School’’) for teach- 
Ing the Bible to the young, and it ought to t 
the joy and delight of all well-instructed Chris- 
tians to assist in its promotion to the utmost 
of their ability.” 


William Jennings Bryan said :— 
(Of “The Summer Bible School’’) ‘It is a 
reat idea and will grow because it is needed. 


aith will increase with knowledge of the 
Word of God and that your school supplies.” 


Please send me full information about the All- 


ae6 «62's 9 6 o &-2 2% 6 6 -0°% @ 6 ® 


(Enclose 10c postage herewith) 























